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By Keiko Baker 
During the Hiroshima/Nagasaki Re-
membrance Aug. 8, Keiko Baker, honorary 
principal of the Japanese School in the KC 
area, shared—for the first time in pub-
lic—her memories from living in Japan 
and the impact of the Nagasaki bomb on 
her and her family. These are excerpts; the 
full talk is on PeaceWorksKC.org. 
On Aug. 9, 1945, I was in Saga, Japan, 
about an hour and a half outside of 
Nagasaki. We were outside chatting 
with neighbors. All of a sudden, just 
after 11 am, I saw a bright light shoot 
sideways across the sky. “What was 
that?” we all wondered. It wasn’t rain-
ing. There wasn’t any thunder following 
the bright light. 
Two days later, my aunt and uncle 
wanted to go to Nagasaki to look for 
our cousin. He was there going to the 
university. They had heard that a new 
type of bomb had been dropped on 
Nagasaki, and they were very worried 
about their son. I hopped on the back 
of a small, three-wheeled truck with 
my aunt, uncle, and two neighbor chil-
dren. As we neared the city, we saw 
more and more people heading in that 
direction. When we arrived, we were 
shocked to see this beautiful valley, sur-
rounded by mountains, once a thriving 
city, completely flat and smoking. There 
was a grid of streets, but no more 
buildings. The sky was dark and full of 
ash. My aunt and uncle didn’t recog-
nize anything and didn’t know where 
we were. 

Keiko Baker on Nagasaki bombing
— continued on page 6

By Jim Hannah 
“Art is much less important than life, but what a poor life without it.” 
When artist Robert Motherwell uttered these words, he unwit-
tingly expressed the sentiment of the Board of PeaceWorks-KC as 
they struggled on Aug. 16 to reach a decision about holding the 
2021 PeaceWorks KC Local Art Fair during the COVID pan-
demic. But they viewed their decision to cancel the fair as a pause, 
not an end, to a 31-year tradition that offers local and affordable 
art, in support of both art and peace. 
Following the board’s decision, many friends and artists conveyed 
both regret and support. One artist emailed, “We are sad that this 

beautiful event that brings our community together 
is cancelled, but we are with you. Public 

health and safety should come first. We 
will look forward to a healthy PeaceWorks 

KC Local Art Fair in 2022!!” 
The Board extends appreciation to the 

50 artists who applied to this year’s fair! ⚘ 
—Jim Hannah serves on the PeaceWorks 

Communications Team. Artist David Bayard 
created the peace-dove logo for the fair.

Keiko Baker near the nuclear weapon plant in KC MO.

PeaceWorks cancels 2021 art fair

Nagasaki survivors were ‘muddy, bloody, and burnt’

http://PeaceWorksKC.org
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New court hearing date for nuke resisters: 9/13
By Mary Hladky 
On Wednesday, Aug. 11, a beautiful sunny 
morning, the five resisters from the Memorial 
Day, May 31, line-crossing at the National Se-
curity Campus (NSC) appeared in Kansas 
City, Mo., Municipal Court. At the NSC, 
about 85 percent of the non-fissile parts are 
made or procured for US nuclear weapons. 
Several PeaceWorks-KC members attended in 
solidarity with defendants Jim Hannah, Tom 
Mountenay, Christian Brother Louis Rode-
mann, Henry Stoever, and Brian Terrell of 
Maloy, Iowa. The defendants were at court to 

plead not guilty, to notify the court that all five would be ad-
vocating on their own behalf, to consolidate all five cases 
into one trial, and obtain a trial date. 
Sounds simple, right? 
The defendants’ motion for consolidation of the five cases 
was approved, and they requested a special trial setting date. 

By Jane Stoever 
Jordan Schiele walked out of the Kansas City, Mo., 
Municipal Court on July 26 free from the probation 
he’d been under since November 2019. He’d crossed 
the property line at KC’s Nuclear Security Campus, 
where parts for nuclear weapons are made, on 
Memorial Day, May 27, 2019. Since then, through 
10-11 hearings with Judge Martina Peterson or vis-
its with a probation officer, Schiele refused to fulfill 
the sentence of 10 community service hours. And 
the judge finally saw her way clear to release him. 
“My refusal to do community service is not because 
I feel I’m above the law,” Schiele told Peterson July 
26. He said his stance was “not out of disrespect for 
you or any kind of special privilege. But I’m pressing 
the point of the evil of nuclear weapon production.” 
Schiele co-founded Jerusalem Farm in KC MO 
about 10 years ago, a community center that rehabs 
people’s homes—in effect providing 24/7 communi-
ty service. 
In March 2021, Peterson had told Schiele he faced 
up to 6 months in jail if he did not do the required 
community service. On July 26, however, the proba-
tion manager advised Peterson to discharge Schiele 
from the sentence, saying he had written about arti-

cles on resistance that Peterson gave him and that he’d 
reported to probation. Peterson complied. 
In a prayer circle outside after the hearing, a supporter 
told Schiele, “You won!” Schiele replied, “I don’t want 
to look on this as a victory,” given the nation’s com-
mitment to nuclear weapons. ⚘

Imagine! Defendants and supporters, from left: Jim Hannah, 
Jane Stoever, Sister Theresa Maly, Brother Louis Rodemann, 

Henry Stoever, Brian Terrell, Bennette Dibben, and Tom 
Mountenay.  —Photo by Mary Hladky

Schiele: ‘I’m pressing 
the point of the evil of nuclear weapons production’
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New court hearing date —  continued from page 2

Charles Carney wrote this Aug. 11, the 
first day of his 2021 Peace Walk from 
Wichita, KS, to Kansas City, MO. 
Overshadowed by two large Air 
Force fighter planes on 
exhibit at McConnell Air 
Force Base, I embark on 
a 273-mile Peace Walk 
this morning. As I medi-
tate and slowly amble 
along, I am struck by the 
contrast of my mission 
and the mission of this 
Air Force Base. I’m try-
ing to be slow, deliberate, 
and intentional—only to 
act with the clear power 
of “soul force” behind me. 
This air base, on the oth-
er hand, seeks to deliver 
nuclear payloads as 
quickly as possible. The 
931st Air Refueling 
Wing here sends up 
tankers to refuel fighter 
planes while they are still 
in the air—allowing them to fly 
halfway around the world without 
ever touching the ground. (Obvious-
ly, this reduces their time in the air 
and quickens the evil, death-dealing 
mission.) I have to ask: Holy Beege-
sus, what’s the hurry to kill our glob-
al neighbors?! 

In the same way, the federal 
government plans to build 
new delivery systems which 
would deliver ICBMs (in-
tercontinental ballistic mis-

siles) in half the time. We 
are told that this haste is 
protecting our nation. I 
think it is self-destruction 
on speed dial. I repeat, “For 
God’s sake, can’t we at least 
give ourselves a little more 
time to contemplate this 

act of barbarism?” Our haste may 
waste us. 
Two bills in Congress—S.982 and 
H.R.2227—would reduce or elimi-

nate funding to “modern-
ize” ICBMs and develop 
a universal coronavirus 
vaccine or address other 
purposes (see story, p. 8). 
Recently, I took a look at 
25 “near miss” occasions 
that took place since 
1956, where nuclear 
weapons almost acciden-
tally exploded, putting in 
peril millions of people if 
not all of humankind. In 
many of these situations, 
having the extra time to 
deliberate and assess be-
fore acting was the only 
thing that stopped an 
apocalypse. 
I step lightly to avoid a 
roly-poly on the ground. 
Across the street near a 

gas station, a feral cat dashes away as 
a car pulls up. For a second I con-
template the biodiversity of the uni-
verse. I hope and pray that we won’t 
lose it. ⚘ 
—Charles Carney serves on the Peace-
Works Board.

Why are we in such a hurry to kill each other?

The city prosecutor asked that the judge recuse him-
self because of having dealt as a prosecutor with 
now-retired Attorney Stoever on prior nuclear resis-
tance cases and other matters. The judge recused 
himself, and the case was sent to the presiding judge, 
who was not in the court Aug 11. So, through an-
other judge, the parties agreed to come see Presiding 
Judge Ardie Bland at 10 a.m. Sept. 13, in Courtroom 
A, to set the trial date. The five defendants’ waivers of 
legal counsel were accepted. 

I was happy and proud to stand with these five men 
as they created awareness of the horrors of nuclear 
weapons and the very real option of converting the 
KCMO plant into one that develops green technol-
ogy to address the climate crisis. 
All are invited to meet at 9:30 a.m. Sept. 13 outside 
the courthouse, at Locust and 11th Street, and attend 
the hearing. 
—Mary Hladky is the vice chair of PeaceWorks-KC.

Charles Carney stands at the entry to McConnell Air Force Base,  
the starting point for his 2021 Peace Walk.—Photo by Lucy Lavelle
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By Kristin Scheer 
On the evening of Aug. 8, PeaceWorks-KC gath-
ered more than 50 people—anti-nuke activists 
along with Vets for Peace-KC, the Green Party-
KC, and the International Peace Center of 
Lawrence, KS. We gathered in memory of the Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki bombings, and of the lives 
lost and forever altered 76 years ago. 
Henry Stoever of PeaceWorks opened the event, 
saying, “We live in peril of a global catastrophe. 
Never again Hiroshima! Never again Nagasaki!” 
Dave Pack, treasurer of PeaceWorks, said that 
when the US detonated two nuclear weapons over 
the Japanese cities, about 226,000 people lost their 
lives within four months. He said, “We come in 
remembrance. We come to strengthen our deter-
mination to change US nuclear policy, to increase 
our political opposition to these immoral weapons, 
and to be in community.” 
Ron Faust read his poem “Solace” (below), saying 
we’d walk “Sustained by the solace of the grieving 
gong.” And with that, our young guest Kosuke 
Mori-Kreiner rang the gong to begin our solemn 
witness and the mile-long walk to the National 
Security Campus entry on Botts Road, where 85 
percent of the non-fissile parts for US nuclear 
weapons are made—here in Kansas City, Mo. 
Members of the Greater Kansas City Interfaith 
Council offered prayers for peace. The heart of the 
program was the sharing from two special guests: 
Hiroko Komiya and Keiko Baker (see stories, pp. 1 
& 6). Baker lived in south Japan an hour a half 
drive away from Nagasaki, and she remembers the 

bright lines shooting across the sky. After her talk, Sto-
ever was moved to apologize on behalf of the people of 
the US for the bombings. “They were unnecessary and 
they should never have happened,” he said. 
Ann Suellentrop, anti-nuke activist of PeaceWorks, 
spoke of the hope she sees for our movement. She said, 
“We can choose the power of love and live, or we can 
continue to use the power of domination and perish.” 
Scientists, she said, calculate that a global nuclear disas-
ter would loft soot into the air from burning cities, into 
the stratosphere, causing a nuclear ice age. “Game over. 
Nobody wins,” said Suellentrop. 
But she is heartened by the work of ICAN, the In-
ternational Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, and 
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons that 
has been ratified by 50+ countries. All this and more ac-
complished by grassroots movements. By survivors and 
soldiers and nuclear workers. By indigenous people 
whose lands and health have been damaged by uranium 
mining and nuclear testing. Suellentrop said, “We are 
still inspired by Gandhi’s words on nonviolence—to 
change the world by changing ourselves: ‘Love is the 
strongest force the world possesses. A man is but the 
product of his thoughts. What he thinks, he becomes. 
Change yourself. You are in control.’” 
Then we ended our program with Suellentrop on the 
saxophone and our own version of John Lennon’s “Imag-
ine.” ⚘ 
—Kristin Scheer is a PeaceWorks-KC Board member. A pod-
cast of the event is at kkfi.org/program-episodes/hiroshima-
remembrance-2021.

Solace

We remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings

By Ron Faust 
We live with the threat of extermination 
Aware of the horror of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
And we prepare for the death grip of the Delta virus 

We can breathe in the calmness of the hour 
Exhaling away fear of a pandemic world 
Holding in peace to dispel the madness of an atomic age 

We will wear our masks, endure our vaccine shots 
While listening to nature’s healing power 
Sustained by the solace of the grieving gong.

Ron Faust reads “Solace” before the walk during the 
 Hiroshima/Nagasaki Remembrance.

http://kkfi.org/program-episodes/hiroshima-remembrance-2021
http://kkfi.org/program-episodes/hiroshima-remembrance-2021
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Pat Marrin, right, displays the 1,000 peace cranes made for his wife, 
Diane, before she died this year. On the left is Sister Theresa Maly.

Hiroko Komiya, vice president of the International Peace 
Center in Lawrence, KS, shared these reflections at the 
Aug. 8 Hiroshima/Nagasaki Remembrance. 
Today is a day of remembrance that weighs heavy on 
my heart. As you know, the Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
atomic bombings claimed the lives of at least 200,000 
civilians, including children. But the victims and 
tragedies don’t stop there. 
When I was in 4th grade in Chiba, a suburb of 
Tokyo, there was a skinny little girl whose mother 
was very ill. We were good friends. One day, she 
whispered that she wouldn’t get married when she 
grows up. I asked, “Why?” She answered, “Because I 
don’t want to. Did you know my mom was in Hi-

roshima? That’s why she has leukemia. And I will get 
it someday because I am her child. And my child will 
get it too.” 
A few days later, her mother died, and she moved 
away to live with her grandparents. I was devastated. 
But she was a courageous little girl who faced her 
harsh reality and accepted her ill-fated future. 
Generational trauma and the spread of cancer and 
other illnesses continue to echo waves of death and 
devastation. This is why I stand here with you today! 
For the sake of this little girl, for all the victims, and 
for the sake of our children and future generations of 
humanity, I protest against the race on nuclear 
weapons and the production of nuclear weapons! ⚘

Recalling bombings of Hiroshima/Nagasaki ‘weighs heavy on my heart’

Kosuke Mori-Kreiner, left, rings the gong held by  
Henry Stoever. They led the walk during the  
Hiroshima/Nagasaki Remembrance in KC MO.

Above: Pausing on the National Security Cam-
pus, activists carry flags from countries that 
have outlawed nuclear weapons, and at far 
right, the poster "Yankee, go home!" against US 
war-making.—Photos by Jim Hannah

Right: Sara Campbell dis-
plays the Veterans for Peace 

flag along the bike trail past 
the nuclear weapon plant.
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We saw people huddled together, 
some calling for loved ones. Others 
seemed lost. They looked like they 
were covered in mud. They were 
charred, burnt, their bodies black-
ened, their skin loose and hanging, 
their hair the color of ash. Many 
were moving toward the river, 
looking for water. Muddy, bloody, 
and burnt—they didn’t look like 
humans. 
My aunt and uncle dropped us off 
in the safest place they could find 
and told us to stay and wait. When 
they returned, they said there was 
no way to find their son. He had 
disappeared. We didn’t say any-
thing on the way home. We didn’t 
understand what we saw. When we 
returned home and tried to explain 
what we saw, my mother asked, 
“How many bombs did they drop?” 
“One,” we answered. It took some 
time for that to sink in. I was 13 
years old at the time. The war end-
ed 6 days after Nagasaki and its 
people suffered total devastation. 
Seventy thousand people died for 
nothing, I thought. 
Years later, in 1960, I got married 
in Sasebo, Japan, and then came to 
the US. In 1964, we went to 
Hawaii. There I saw the atomic 

bomb again. They were testing the 
bomb on a nearby island in the 
Pacific and broadcasted a warning. 
Then one evening I saw the side-
ways flash of light again, outside 
the window. I said to my husband, 
“They did it.” 
“They did what?” 
“They dropped the bomb.” I would 
never forget that sideways flash. It 
lit up the whole city of Honolulu. 
Everyone in the apartment com-
plex rushed outside to see it. Some 
people were saying how beautiful 
it was, the clouds bathed in orange, 
but others said the sky was the 
color of blood. All I could think 
was I can’t believe they’re still test-
ing that bomb. I thought they 
would never do this inhuman act 
again. But there it was. 
Quickly, I learned not to say any-
thing. I didn’t want my American 
friends to feel bad about it, so I 
didn’t talk to anyone about what I 
had seen or how I felt. In 1964, I 
found a nodule growing on my 
throat. My friend and neighbor, a 
doctor who knew I had been in 
Nagasaki, suggested I go see an 
endocrinologist. During my visit, 
the doctor told me about children 
with tonsillitis being treated with 

radiation, resulting in thyroid can-
cer. He was concerned that I might 
have the same fate because of the 
nuclear fallout I was exposed to in 
Nagasaki. He removed half of my 
thyroid for examination, and 
thankfully the nodule was benign. 
When an American friend came 
to see me in the hospital, she said, 
“After 20 years, that’s not fair for 
you.” But I was American, too, and 
I didn’t think it was fair for her to 
feel bad about it. 
In 1974, we moved to Kansas. I 
started having nodules again. They 
did further exploratory surgery, 
removing more of my thyroid. I 
will have to take thyroid medica-
tion for the rest of my life, but that 
is nothing compared to how so 
many suffered. I don’t blame 
American citizens for this tragic 
event; it was the result of warring 
countries. 
The bomb was made by humans, 
dropped by humans, and suffered 
by humans, and that is no way to 
resolve conflict. It is an utter dev-
astation of precious human lives. It 
is my wish that we never use an 
inhuman weapon like this ever 
again, anywhere on this earth. ⚘

Keiko Baker on Nagasaki bombing —  continued from p. 1

Hiroko Komiya, left, with Keiko Baker, preparing to speak. Listening to speakers, Debora Demeter holds the flag of the Republic of Mal-
dives, which has ratified the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.
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Clemency for #ErnestJohnson
In 2002, the US Supreme Court ruled on Atkins v. 
Virginia, providing protections to prevent the execu-
tion of people with an intellectual and/or develop-
mental disability (IDD). However, due to the lack of 
clear guidelines and standards for IDD classification 
within the courts, IDD individuals are still executed 
in the US, including here in Missouri. 
Ernest Johnson currently sits on death row for the 
1994 murders of Mary Bratcher, Mable Scruggs, and 
Fred Jones. Johnson meets the state statutory and 
clinical standards of intellectual disability and, there-
fore, should be granted clemency from the death 

penalty. However, repeated misrepresentation of his 
condition during the trial and a noticeable lack of 
contrary expert testimony and input essentially placed 
Ernest’s life in the hands of a jury of laypeople. 
Ernest is scheduled to be executed on Oct. 5, 2021, at 
6 p.m. at the Eastern Reception, Diagnostics & Cor-
rectional Center (ERDCC) in Bonne Terre, Mo. 
With this in mind, we implore Governor Parson to 
call a Board of Inquiry and consult the appropriate 
clinical experts who can properly rule on Ernest’s 
IDD status. 

By Ann Suellentrop 
I am part of Advocates for Si-
lenced Turkey; we are Turkish 
refugees and Americans who 
seek to expose the human rights 
abuses going on in Turkey. 
Turkey, bridging Europe and 
Asia, holds about 60 US nuclear 
weapons under NATO. Turkey's 
president is Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, and his government is often 
described as Islamist and au-
thoritarian. On July 15, 2016, an 
attempted coup against Erdogan 
and the government was report-
edly carried out by a faction 
within the Turkish Armed 
Forces, but its members were 
never identified. They bombed 
the Turkish Parliament and 
Presidential Palace and were de-
feated. An assassination attempt 
against Erdogan failed. The 
Turkish government said the coup 
leaders were led by Fethullah 
Gülen, a Muslim preacher, scholar, 
and Turkish businessman who has 
lived in the US since 1999. 
My friend Aslihan Kas describes 
the Gülen movement as promot-

ing self-improvement, education, 
the development of good charac-
ter. and being a useful citizen. She 
says Fethullah Gülen started this 
movement about 60 years ago, set-
ting up a bank and starting over 
30 Turkish universities. Aslihan 

says she loved her teachers in 
high school. She learned from 
them to be a good, honest per-
son and learned about human 
rights. She says they are being 
unfairly scapegoated for the at-
tempted coup. 
Aslihan says the day and night 
of the coup attempt was terrible, 
and the next day on TV she saw 
friends being arrested and tor-
tured. She was a biology teacher 
and spent 7 days in jail before 
escaping from the terror to the 
US to join her husband and two 
children. Because of the coup 
attempt, says Aslihan, the Erdo-
gan regime closed 35 hospitals, 
934 schools, 109 student hostels, 
104 foundations, 1,125 associa-
tions, 15 universities, and 19 
unions. She adds that 280,000 
people were held in custody, 

94,900 people were arrested, 
25,912 people were put in jail, and 
more than 800 babies were with 
their mothers in jail. ⚘ 
—Ann Suellentrop belongs to the 
PeaceWorks-KC Board.

Clemency for #ErnestJohnson — continued on p. 8

One refugee woman’s story of oppression in Turkey

Aslihan Kas is reunited in 2018 at JFK Airport 
in New York with her daughter, Reyhan, her son, 

Tarik, and her husband, Yusuf Bahri Kas.
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Support bills to decrease 
risk of nuclear war
By Spencer Graves 
Perhaps the simplest step the US could take to re-
duce the risk of nuclear war is to adopt a “No First 
Use” policy, as envisioned in S.1148 / H.R.669. 
Those Senate and House bills would require con-
gressional approval for any first use of a nuclear 
weapon unless “the Secretary of Defense and the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff first 
confirm[ed] to the President that there has been a 
nuclear strike against the United States, its territo-
ries, or its allies.”  
Another step to decrease the risk of nuclear war 
would be to reduce or eliminate funding to “mod-
ernize” US nuclear weapons and ICBMs (intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles) and to use that money 
instead to develop a universal coronavirus vaccine 
or address other purposes (like combatting global 
warming), as envisioned by S.982 / H.R.2227. 
PeaceWorks-KC is inviting our supporters to help 
us lobby elected officials at the city and federal lev-
els to take action to reduce the risks of a nuclear 
war. For more, go to PeaceWorksKC.org and click 
on “Support bills to decrease risk of nuclear war”. ⚘

We need you to act now. 
Visit madpmo.org to learn more about Ernest, read, 
sign and share our petition, use our toolkit to contact 
the Governor, write letters to the editor of your local 
newspapers, sign onto an organizational letter to the 
Governor, and more! ⚘ 
—By Lauren Sobchak, organizer for Missourians for 
Alternatives to the Death Penalty (MADP), 
lauren@madpmo.org.

Clemency for #ErnestJohnson
—  continued from page 7

http://madpmo.org
mailto:lauren@madpmo.org
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/982/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/2227/cosponsors
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http://peaceworkskc.org/nuclear-weapons/support-bills-to-decrease-risk-of-nuclear-war

