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On the tenth anniversary of the annual Memorial Day 
peace witness, five members of the PeaceWorks-KC family 
“crossed the line” and were arrested for trespass at the Na-
tional Security Campus, where more than 80 percent of the 

parts for the U.S. nuclear arsenal are made or 
procured. The resisters’ action helped the 70 or 
so in attendance re-frame what the weapons 
plant truly is: a Global Insecurity Factory. 
The defendants who plead not guilty on July 1 
via teleconference will receive a later trial date. 
After past arrests (now totaling more than 
150), the courtroom has been crowded with 
kindred spirits who came to the trial in support 
of the defendants as they voiced their yearning 
for a nuclear-weapon-free world. Please come 
to the trial to join the “good trouble” being 
stirred up by PeaceWorks activists, and by mil-
lions of others globally who seek to do away 
with nukes and the omnicidal threat they pose. 
As soon as the trial date is set, details will be 
posted in an e-mail blast, on  
PeaceWorksKC.org and our Facebook page, 
PeaceWorksKC. You’re invited! ⚘

By Ann Suellentrop 
This Sept. 25-26, PeaceWorks-KC is 
holding its 31st art fair, our only annual 
fundraiser. Please ask your artist 
friends to apply—the application is at 
PeaceWorksKC.org. We pride our-
selves on welcoming local artists, en-
couraging diversity, and offering top-
quality affordable art. Our fair, now named 
the PeaceWorks KC Local Art Fair, will be at 

Theis Park, south of Emanuel Cleaver II 
Blvd. (also called 47th Street) and east of 
Oak Street. Applications are being ac-

cepted through Aug. 27. 
I have loved art since I was a child, 

and I used income from my nursing ca-
reer to cover tuition at the Kansas City 

Art Institute. Those were some of the hap-
piest days of my life, completely immersed in 
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Detainees are processed after crossing the National Security Campus proper-
ty line May 31—from left: Henry Stoever, Brian Terrell, Brother Louis 
Rodemann, Jim Hannah, Tom Mountenay (see story, p. 3, and pictures, pp. 
4-5). —Photo by Hai Chen

Trial date pending for Memorial Day line-crossers
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Fires that stoked Tulsa Massacre still burn
By Michael Savwoir 
As I pause to reflect on the centennial commemora-
tion of the 1921 Tulsa Massacre, it is appalling to 
note that although the destruction of Black Wall 
Street, with the obliteration of the African Ameri-
can Greenwood District, is historically marked as 
the first and most violent act of government-in-
duced and government-sanctioned domestic terror-
ism, there have been tens of thousands of exemplars 
of “man’s inhumanity to man” since the inception of 
this nation. While the massacre occurred during the 
so-called “Jim Crow Era,” the conditions and cir-
cumstances that stoked the fires of such atrocities 
are not representative of a bygone era. They indeed 
are alive and well today—manifest by the prolifera-
tion of nationalism, tribalism, and hate that are evi-
dent to all who would see the truth. 
The fact that we must continue to relive these holo-
causts may be rooted in how we handle these events. 
Typically, we deny that they ever happened. In the 
face of irrefutable evidence, we “whitewash” or refuse 
to acknowledge the historicity of such events. All of 
the institutions of our society—church, state, educa-
tion, corporate, public, private, non-profit, etc.—sel-
dom seen as a part of the conspiracy to perpetuate 
hate, nevertheless remain perpetually silent in their 

refusal to acknowledge these truths. We encourage 
the belief that “it did not happen to you, so it is 
none of your concern,” thus creating socioeconomic 
infrastructures and systems of apartheid that still 
exist in Tulsa today. 
I contend that until the people of America see our-
selves as one community, until I am just as insulted 
by injustice to you as you are by injustice to me, irre-
spective of race, color, creed, or my favored pronoun, 
America will continue to self-destruct under the 
weight of her own mindless ignorance and injudi-
ciousness! There are glimmers of evidence that the 
city of Tulsa, OK, is struggling to come to grips with 
the fact that its history has held it back from attain-
ing its life-sustaining potential. Still, there is much 
work that needs to be done. ⚘ 
—Michael Savwoir, a retired Teamster, is a program-
mer for Heartland Labor Forum on KKFI 90.1 FM 
and serves on the Blue Hills Neighborhood Association 
Board of Directors in KC MO. The Rev. Marcia L. 
Williams of Philadelphia provided input for this story 
after attending the Tulsa Massacre commemoration. 
—Photos by Marcia L. Williams

Contact elected officials 
Mayor Quinton Lucas: 

816-513-3500 
City Council: 816-513-1368 
President Joe Biden:  

202-456-1111 comments, 
202-456-1414 switchboard 

Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Mo.):  
202-224-6154 

Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.): 
202-224-5721 

Rep. Emanuel Cleaver (D-5th dist, 
Mo.): 202-225-4535 

Rep. Sam Graves (R-6th district, 
Mo.): 202-225-7041 

Rep. Vicky Hartzler (R-4th district, 
Mo.): 202-225-2876 

Sen. Roger Marshall, MD (R-Kan.): 
202-224-4774 

Sen. Jerry Moran (R-Kan.):  
202-224-6521 

Rep. Sharice Davids (D-3rd dist., 
Kan.): 913-621-0832



By Mary Hladky 
On Memorial Day, in memory of the workers who 
died from toxic exposure at the old nuclear weapons 
plant, and for all persons who have suffered and died 
due to the US government’s obsession with war, we 
nonviolently protested. Our peace witness highlighted 
the insanity of spending billions on weapons that im-
pose mass genocide when used either by accident or 
intent. Crossing the line was an intervention, an act of 
love, doing the nonviolent work of moving our world 
toward a future without war and its weapons. Silence 
is complicity. As the late Daniel Berrigan said, we 
protest because we cannot not protest. 
The day was rainy and cool, but the turnout was fan-
tastic, our largest crowd ever, about 75 people. We 

were thrilled with the support of our many allies in 
attendance—KKFI 90.1 Radio, Veterans for Peace, 
Physicians for Social Responsibility, Cherith Brook 
Catholic Worker House, Community of Christ Jus-
tice & Peace Task Force, the Green Party, and Inde-
pendent Media Association. 
Please turn this page for pictures galore. And take a 
few moments to visit the PeaceWorksKC website to 
read the stories, in particular, Kristen Scheer’s moving 
personal account of the day’s events; the Kansas City 
Star column by Tom Fox; Tom Fox’s 8 minute video; 
and the Why Cross the Line vs Nukes article. ⚘ 
—Mary Hladky is vice chair of the PeaceWorks-KC 
Board of Directors.
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By Jane Stoever 
Jordan Schiele is at odds with Mu-
nicipal Court Judge Martina Peter-
son. She has found Schiele guilty of 
trespass. Schiele considers his action 
much-needed civil resistance. 
The judge sentenced Schiele, and 14 
co-defendants, to community ser-
vice and a fine for what she calls 
trespass at the National Security 
Campus, the new facility (since 
2014) for making nuclear weapon 
components in KC MO. The defen-
dants, on Memorial Day in 2019, 
crossed the property line at the 
NSC, opposing the weapons manu-
facturing and the deaths of hun-
dreds of employees at Bannister 
Federal Complex—deaths caused by 
contaminants there from the old 
nuke-parts facility. 
Many of the co-defendants said in 
2019 in Municipal Court that they 
had not committed a crime. But 
they did 10-50 hours of community 

service and paid the fines. Not 
Schiele. He wrote lawyer Henry 
Stoever in April 2021, “I believe the 
developing of nuclear weapons is a 
criminal and immoral act, and our 
action in 2019 … was justified.” 
On March 15, 2021, the judge told 
Schiele he faced up to 6 months in 
jail if he did not comply with the 
sentence. Schiele wrote Stoever, 
“My wife and kids (ages 7 and 9) all 
agreed that I should continue to 
speak out against the development 
of nuclear weapons, despite the po-
tential consequences.” 
Schiele told the judge he was not 
opposed to community service—the 
community he and his wife, Jessie, 
established in 2012, Jerusalem Farm, 
offers assistance in their low-income 
neighborhood in KC, MO. 
Jerusalem Farm invests around 
$100,000 in their area in materials 
and supplies for home repair per 

Civil resistance— cont. on p. 8

2019 nuke-plant protester champions civil resistance

Blackberries and purple coneflowers 
(echinacea) abound in Jerusalem 
Farm’s garden—the blackberries 
may go to the weekly community 

dinner, where neighbors hang out 
and eat hearty.

Memorial Day 2021 brings peace witness & arrests  
at KC nuclear weapons plant

http://peaceworkskc.org
https://peaceworkskc.org/nonviolence/memorial-day-event-we-spoke-truth-we-cried-we-witnessed-we-rejoiced
https://peaceworkskc.org/nonviolence/memorial-day-event-we-spoke-truth-we-cried-we-witnessed-we-rejoiced
https://peaceworkskc.org/nuclear-weapons/kc-star-column-we-protest-at-a-nuclear-weapons-plant-on-memorial-day
https://peaceworkskc.org/nuclear-weapons/kc-star-column-we-protest-at-a-nuclear-weapons-plant-on-memorial-day
https://peaceworkskc.org/nuclear-weapons/video-covers-peaceworks-kcs-memorial-day-peace-witness
https://peaceworkskc.org/nuclear-weapons/why-cross-the-line-vs-nukes-to-be-on-the-right-side-of-history-and-of-the-beloved-community
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Ann Suellentrop, left, and Jim 
Resch of the Community of Christ 
Justice & Peace Task Force lead the 
one-mile walk on Memorial Day.
—Photo by Tom Fox

Left: Flags represent the 54 countries that have 
ratified the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons, which took effect Jan. 22. 
Below left: Under arrest, Brother Louis Rode-
mann is taken to be processed by police. 
Below: Ben Anderson plays Taps as 40 protesters, 
nearby, hold the annual die-in, mourning for 
hundreds killed by toxins from KC’s old nuclear 
weapons plant.

10th annual 
PeaceWorks 

witness for 
a nuke-free 

world
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Frank Lawrence of the Green Party asks rally-goers to raise their hands if they don’t 
want nuclear weapons. Hands shoot up. Next: Raise your hand if you want peace 

treaties with Russia and China. Hands up! Next: Raise your hand if you want treaties 
with other countries to talk about getting rid of the bombs. Hands up again, with shouts, 

“We want peace treaties!”

Anna Bedinger, an associate mem-
ber of Veterans for Peace, says, “We 
recognize that those who fight the 
wars and work to manufacture 
weapons gain the least, while those 
who orchestrate global conflict gain 
the most from continuous war.” She 
adds, “Atomic scientists say a child 
born today has a 50/50 chance of 
experiencing nuclear war.”

Lois Swimmer, left, and Tammy Brown, both of 
the Elders Circle at Cherith Brook Catholic 

Worker House, are also local leaders in the Poor 
People’s Campaign. Mentioning chemical defo-

liants, Swimmer told the rally participants, 
“Knowing what I know now about these awful 
chemicals and what kind of effect they have on 
people, I understand why my uncle came home 

from Vietnam in the state he was in. Mentally, 
physically, and emotionally, he was drained.” 

—Photo by Ron Faust

Maurice Copeland, a former supervisor 
at the old nuclear weapons plant at 
Bannister Federal Complex, says many 
employees died 30-40 years after toxic 
exposures.

Before falling to the 
ground in the die-in, 
Father Terry Bruce 
reads the name of a 
person killed by toxins 
at the old plant for 
making nuclear 
weapons, located at 
Bannister Road in KC. 
—Photos by  Hai Chen



creativity! I have been decluttering 
a lot lately, and I was going to 
trash some of my art, but friends 
and family objected vigorously. 
They said the pieces moved them 
deeply. 
A friend added that I am melan-
choly, and so I am able to 
make such art. I always 
thought melancholy meant 
sad, but my friend said no, 
not exactly. So I googled 
melancholy to understand 
its meaning better, and I 
came across this commen-
tary, which I think applies 
to art as well: “an opportu-
nity to dig deeper, to allow 
the wall of our subcon-

scious to crumble as we reach for 
our rawest emotions. Acknowl-
edging what our inner self tells us, 
we have the chance to hone the 
feelings that derive from it.” 
From all this I learned we never 
know how our art will connect 

with others, what it will commu-
nicate to them on a deeper level 
than words. Art is from the un-
conscious, a conflict-free zone 
where there is no judgment. Soul-
to-soul expression in art and music 
is very much needed to bridge the 
gap between people, to help us to 
understand one another and feel 
our unity. And this is one way we 
make PEACE WORK, Kansas 
City! ⚘ 
—Ann Suellentrop chairs the Peace-
Works-KC Membership Committee.
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Israel uses blueprint: displace people on land with resources
By Christopher Overfelt 
It is important to recognize the blueprint the Israeli 
government is utilizing to displace the indigenous 
peoples of Palestine. It is the same method used by 
European powers in their southern colonies and it is 
the same method used by the U.S. government to dis-
place the indigenous peoples of North America. This 
system employs violence to physically relocate a popu-
lation in order that the resources of the land on which 
they live may be extracted. A system of violence is 
then set in place to minimize the resistance put up by 
the indigenous peoples to the theft of their land. 
Wealth is not created at the Federal Reserve or at the 
World Bank. It resides in the land beneath us. Wealth 
is acquired through the water, food, minerals, lumber, 
and oil that come from the earth. If you look at the 
land seized and occupied from Palestine, Lebanon, 
and Syria by the Israeli government over the last 70 
years, you will see that they are strategic points of rich 
resources. Access to important waterways, fertile agri-
cultural ground, and areas with precious minerals have 
all been seized and occupied by the Israeli govern-
ment. It is the same reason the Cherokee people were 
forcefully relocated from the fertile valleys of Georgia 
and the Carolinas to the plains of Oklahoma. They 

were in the way of rich white landowners using the 
land for cotton. 
The Israeli government will continue to employ this 
method of “population transfer” as long as there are 
more resources to be taken from the land. There are 
only two people in the world who can cause this land 
theft to cease. You and Me. As American citizens, we 
are the only ones capable of stopping the flow of our 
taxpayer dollars to Israel to fund this theft. We must 
let our legislators know, Democrat and Republican, 
that enough is enough. 
It is also important to recognize that while this 
method of violent land theft has been utilized against 
indigenous peoples for many centuries, indigenous 
communities continue to thrive and grow. All around 
the world, indigenous peoples are leading the effort to 
protect and care for the resources of the earth that 
sustain us all. From the Sioux people at Standing 
Rock, to the Lipan Apache in New Mexico, to the 
Lenca in Honduras and the indigenous people of the 
Amazon in Brazil, these groups continue to demon-
strate the effectiveness of resistance in the face of 
overwhelming power. ⚘ 
—Christopher Overfelt, a member of Veterans for Peace, 
serves on the PeaceWorks-KC Board.

Art fair invitation —  continued from page 1

Ann Suellentrop painted this image during an art 
therapy session to explore disturbing feelings she 
was having. “Not a peaceful painting at all,” says 
Ann. Recently, Ann took this work from storage 
and was about to trash it, but her aunt said no. The 
painting now hangs in Ann’s aunt’s home.



Mail to: 
PeaceWorks 

4509 Walnut St. 
Kansas City, MO 64111

Make check to: 
PeaceWorks 

or, for tax deductibility, to 
Missouri Peace Foundation

Here is my annual membership for PeaceWorks 
□ Membership…………………..$40 
□ Donor..….……………..………$50+ 
□ Major Donor……………….….$100+ 
□ Family Membership……….…$60 
□ Group Membership……….….$75 
□ Limited-Income Membership..$5+ 
□ Newsletter Subscription……..$10 
□ Lifetime Membership….….…$1,000 
□ Sustaining Membership….….$5+/mo. 

□ Send newsletter electronically 

E-mail address: __________________________________________ 

Name: __________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP: ___________________________________________ 

Daytime phone: (___)_________  Evening phone: (___)__________

Kick-off of Friendly First Friday events
ANYONE who in ANY WAY wants to be involved in the Peace Walk in May 2022, please join us for the 
kick-off of our Friendly First Friday events. We will engage in community building, sharing snacks, and having 
fun together. (There will be a bit of strategizing, too.) Let’s start off “Interdependence weekend” by getting to 
know one another and by building momentum for lasting peace. Virtually all skills and talents are needed to 
make the 2022 Peace Walk a true reflection of our core values! We will converge on the Honeywell Plant (Na-
tional Security Campus) on Memorial Day in May 2022! View the route we will be taking from McConnell 
Air Force Base in Wichita to the Honeywell nuclear weapons plant in KC, MO. 
What: Kick-off of Friendly First Friday Events 
When: Friday, July 2, 2021, from 6:30 p.m. 
Where: First Central Church of the Brethren, 103 N. 13th St., KC, KS 66102  

(enter through the back door off the alley) 
What to bring: Just yourself. We will provide snacks. 
Please mark your calendars for other First Friday events, including Friday, Aug. 6, 
and Friday, Sept. 3. 
Questions? Call Charles Carney, 913-603-2483. ⚘

Ron Faust, PeaceWorks-KC’s own poet laureate, is 
out with a new book of poetry. Titled Unprecedented, 
Faust wrote it during the Trump presidency. The 
cover displays two mountain ranges under clouds of 
darkness. These represent the two sides of every issue, 
Faust explains—on one mountain, a person can 
“stand in confusion and dimness, being numb to the 
other side.” Faust asks his readers to “climb down this 
mountain into the valley, slog through the muck, and 
scale the next mountain.” He describes his new work 
as a series of poems encouraging us to “climb to the 

next level to get to the mountaintop and experience 
peace and a vision of higher values.” 
Faust calls it “an historic visit to recall where we have 
been and where we are going. It is an unprecedented 
read, timely and timeless, in staying clear of brutish 
enforcers and finding the heart of compassion.” 
To order Unprecedented by Ron Faust, call 
541-344-1528. The book costs $14 plus shipping. ⚘

Order Unprecedented

“Follow Me,” by Mark Bartholomew
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Hiroshima/Nagasaki 
Remembrance Aug. 8
Sunday, Aug. 8, comes between the 1945 dates 
of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings. 
PeaceWorks-KC will remember those attacks 
Aug. 8 with a gathering to mourn the atroci-
ties and call for a future in which we never see 
such tragic events. Please mark the date on 
your calendar. Details (what time in the 
evening? where?) are coming together. Watch 
for an email and Facebook post (PeaceWorks 
KC), plus a story on our PeaceWorksKC.org 
website, for info. 
Past years’ remembrances have included shared 
food, touching tributes, inspired speakers, mu-
sic and meditation—this evening gathering is 

usually one of our 
most moving events 
of the year. Please 
plan to join us. ⚘

- 7/2, 8/6, 9/3 Friendly First Fridays  
(see p. 7) 

- 8/8, Hiroshima/Nagasaki Remembrance 
(see story at left) 

- 9/25-26, PeaceWorks KC Local Art Fair 
(see p. 1). ⚘

Mark your calendar

Kosuke Mori-Kreiner 
strikes the gong held by 
Henry Stoever at the 2019 
Hiroshima/Nagasaki  
Remembrance.. 
—Photo by Jim Hannah

year. They invest more than 20,000 volunteer hours 
per year—more than $500,000 worth of labor. 
In November 2020, Schiele wrote Stoever, “It is not 
about the hours … I spend my entire life serving the 
community. … My issue is that there is a plant here 
in KC that develops parts which are used in nuclear 
weapons, and that the judge thought it appropriate 
to find us guilty and sentence us for our clearly non-
violent liturgy that brought attention to the im-
moral and threatening activities of that plant.” 
Schiele’s next meeting with his probation officer is 
July 15 and next hearing with the judge is July 26 ⚘. 
—Jane Stoever, of PeaceWorks-KC, was a co-defendant 
with Schiele in 2019.

Civil resistance —  continued from page 3

http://PeaceWorksKC.org

