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Byron Clemens comes to trial Sept. 5 in KC for ‘trespassing’ at nuke-parts plant
On July 4, Father Carl Kabat, 85, splashed red paint
on the massive National Security Complex sign in
Kansas City, Mo., at the entry road to the new nuclear weapons parts plant. At Kabat’s side was Byron
Clemens, a former public high school teacher in St.
Louis. On Aug. 5, Clemens received a trial date of
Sept. 5 at KC’s Municipal Court, Courtroom G, at
1:30 pm.
Why was Clemens at Kabat’s side? “I took part in
supporting Carl Kabat’s continuing eﬀorts to stop
the insanity of nuclear weapons,” said Clemens after
his court hearing in KC Aug. 5. “Part of my motivation is the plan for smaller, more ‘usable’ atomic
bombs. They’ve abrogated the Intermediate Nuclear
Forces (INF) treaty to allow the US to send more
Byron Clemens, left, displays his police report in Kansas City Aug. 5,
nuclear weapons to Europe. The new secretary of destanding outside Municipal Court with supporters Christian Brother
fense is proposing distributing smaller and intermeLouis Rodemann and Chrissy Kirchhoefer.
diate-range missiles throughout Asia.”
Further, said Clemens, Missouri is home to the first atomic weapons used in the world—the Manhattan
Project assigned Mallinkrodt Chemical Works in St. Louis to
Byron Clemens trial — continued on page 7

Nov. 1: Trial for 17 who crossed nuke-plant property line on Memorial Day
Seventeen persons crossed the National Security Campus property line
in Kansas City, Mo., May 27, Memorial Day, to object to NSC’s production of nuclear weapon parts and to seek a nuke-free world. In an Aug. 7
hearing, Judge Martina Peterson accepted the “not guilty” plea that the
lawyer for the 17, Henry Stoever, submitted. The judge set the trial date
for Friday, Nov. 1, at 1:30 pm.
Before the courtroom opened Aug. 7, defendant Bennette Dibben referred to Lu Mountenay, a civil resister who had hoped to cross the line
herself May 27 but died of cancer April 21. Dibben told friends that on
May 27, she stepped over the purple property line “because of Lu’s spirit.
That gave me the courage to do it.” As time came close to the hearing,
Dibben wrote a statement she may draw from during the Nov. 1 trial.
It says she is guilty of paying taxes that cover the costs of US nuclear
weapons, but she is not guilty of stepping across an arbitrary purple line
that on other days she would be allowed to cross. “Our country is doing
‘nuclear upgrades,’” said Dibben, “but they’re not making nuclear upSusanna van der Hijden of Amsterdam,
grades, they’re making new kinds of nuclear weapons,” which violates the
left, and Bennette Dibben kick back at a
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in force since 1970.
restaurant after the line-crossing for peace on
May 27. Why the hat? Dibben fashioned
Two of the 17—one from Germany, one from the Netherlands—will not
dandelions for her straw hat in honor of Lu
come to the trial. If you want to do “court support” for the other 15,
Mountenay, who in 2018 called herself a
come to Municipal Court, 511 E. 11 St., Kansas City, MO, on Nov. 1 at weed, a dandelion, saying, “Hear me roar: No
more nukes!” as the five crossed the line.
12:30pm for reflections before heading to the courtroom. ⚘
Mountenay was much on Dibben’s mind on
—By Jane Stoever of PeaceWorks-KC
Memorial Day. —Photos by Jane Stoever
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New PeaceWorks peace scholars from Avila—welcome!
Each year, PeaceWorks-KC gives awards of $1,500 to one or two students at Avila University because of their
interest in peace and justice work. The students or recent grads attend PeaceWorks events such as peace witnesses and the UNplaza Art Fair.
Jazmine Kenney
As a 2019 Avila graduate with a bachelor’s
degree in social work,
I am a case manager
at Wyandot Center
for Community Behavioral Healthcare.
When I heard what
PeaceWorks does, I
became excited to apply to be a peace scholar and
continue my education in peace and social justice.
I am from St. Louis, where I worked as a high
school junior at Red Racks Thrift Store, which supports the Disabled American Veterans. My parents
met in the Air Force and both sets of my grandparents were in the military. Coming from a military
background gave me the chance to appreciate having
family members mentally and physically healthy return from the military. At Red Racks, I could serve
those who have served our country and who were
less fortunate than my family.
When I moved to Kansas City for college, I found
many opportunities to participate in social justice.
On the Avila track and field team, we ran Special
Olympic track meets and went to elementary
schools in impoverished neighborhoods to read
books and talk about college. I volunteered at a food
bank in Kansas City through the Episcopal Church
and NourishKC. And the Jewish Community Center of Greater Kansas City allowed me to Para and
work with special needs children and realize my passion for social work and advocacy for children.
As I brought my four years at Avila to a close, I realized that all the skills I have gained and experiences
I have had revolved around peace and social justice. I
had the chance to work for companies that oﬀered
me double what I make as a case manager, but I
know I could not sit at a desk getting coﬀee when
there is so much more to be done in our world.
Through this award, I hope to take one more step
towards helping create peace here in Kansas City. ⚘

Paige Rackers
I am a senior at Avila
University majoring in
social work and am
also working on attaining minors in psychology and criminal justice. I have volunteered
at many diﬀerent organizations, including
Bishop Sullivan Center, Journey to New Life, Reading Buddies, Emmaus Farm in Kentucky, and an after-school program in Okolona, MS.
A core value of social workers is the dignity and
worth of all. I believe in this 100 percent. Throughout
my classes, I have also learned to meet people where
they are at in their journey. If people are not ready to
make a change in their life, you cannot force it, but
you can give them information and support. I recently took the travel course to India; it was eye-opening
and transformative. The way people treated each other and us was incredible. My class went to many colleges and talked with the students. We realized that
despite being so far apart and having diﬀerent cultures, we have many of the same problems. Oppression and discrimination are everywhere.
In my future career, I want to work in prisons to help
develop more rehabilitation programs to decrease the
rate of recidivism. I want to make a change in this
world. I’d rather shoot for the moon and land on the
stars than to aim for the treetop and stay on the
ground. Another core value social work has is social
justice. We speak up for the oppressed and advocate
for their needs. These issues can be homelessness, discrimination, harassment, and other forms of injustice.
I am interested in being a part of PeaceWorks-KC
because I believe in taking action and standing up for
what you believe in. Receiving this scholar award will
help advance my social justice work by providing me
with a new perspective. This organization can also
potentially help me connect with networks that could
help provide me with other resources for the future.
Life is too short to do nothing! ⚘
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Hiroshima/Nagasaki Remembrance marks 74th anniversary of bombings
By Mary Hladky
On Aug. 4 at Loose Park, 55 persons enjoyed a
potluck dinner followed by several speakers, the music of Bob and Diana Suckiel, and reflection in remembrance of the two atomic bombs dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 74 years ago.
Henry Stoever of PeaceWorks-KC expressed our
sorrow for the immense pain and suﬀering inflicted
on the Japanese people by the dropping of these two
bombs. All agreed this must never happen again.
PeaceWorks works diligently to bring attention to
the massive plant at the south edge of the city on
Botts Road; it produces 85 percent of the non-nuclear parts necessary to make nuclear weapons. Most
residents are unaware that Kansas City plays a major
part in the production of nuclear weapons that can
vaporize people and destroy the world.

must step up to stop the production of nuclear
weapons and then to eliminate them.
Atsuki Mori, a Japanese woman from Warrensburg,
MO, and her family attended the event. Her young
son Kosuke Mori-Kreiner sounded the gong, representing the 74 years since the 1945 bombings. Atsuki
explained that her grandmother’s whole life dramatically changed after the Hiroshima bombing and
shared how much her family and the Japanese people
have suﬀered. Atsuki told us she is happy so many
Americans know the truth about Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, and that this gives her hope.
We also met Inoru Wade, executive director of the
Midwest Rainbow Research Institute in KC, KS.
Wade, who was born in Japan and lived there many
years, said the Japanese people are very vocal when
the government tries to change the Japanese Consti-

Fifty-five persons hear speakers and musicians Bob and Diana Suckiel commemorate the 1945 bombings;
across Loose Park Lagoon, passers-by read posters showing the devastation of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. —Photos by Jim Hannah

Dave Pack spoke about Paul Ham’s book Hiroshima
Nagasaki: The Real Story of the Atomic Bombings and
Their Aftermath. Ham calls nuclear weapons immoral.
He details the horrors of these bombings—immediate incineration of thousands of people, horrendous
burned-flesh injuries, and radiation exposure that
produced more deaths within the days and weeks
that followed. And, history has determined, the
atomic bombings were not necessary to end the war
with Japan.
Also, the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists has kept the
Doomsday Clock set at 2 minutes to midnight for
the past two years. This is as close to global Armageddon as the clock has been since it was introduced in 1947. We are in very dangerous times. We

tution to build an army or to host nuclear weapons.
Wade does vital work in Kansas City with the
LGBT community and First Responders.
We acknowledge that there is much to be done to
prevent any future detonations, either accidental or
intentional. But here is some good news:
- Ann Suellentrop said an exciting new report,
“Warheads to Windmills: How to Pay for the
Green New Deal,” shows we can shift the resources wasted on nuclear weapons to the production of green technologies to address the climate
crisis. You can read the full report at
nuclearban.us/?s=Warheads+to+windmills.
Remembrance — continued on next page
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Remembrance

— continued from previous page

- We learned that we have an ally in Rep. Sharice Davids,
Dem.-Kansas, who supports the reduction of the
world’s nuclear stockpile and our work for a more
peaceful and stable world.
- Also, we must encourage all our representatives to press
the president to sign the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons, or the UN Nuclear Weapon Ban
Treaty, adopted July 2017, outlawing nuclear weapons.
This treaty will become law when 50 nations have
signed and ratified this treaty. We are half-way there; 25
countries have now ratified the Treaty.
Final note: During this 10th annual remembrance coordinated by PeaceWorks, many of us missed the presence of
our dear friend Lu Mountenay, who died from cancer on
Easter Sunday, April 21. She was a fearless activist against
nuclear weapons, someone who continues to drive and inspire us and our work. ⚘
—Mary Hladky is vice chair of the PeaceWorks-KC Board.

From the top: Inoru Wade speaks of
having roots in Japan and, in Kansas
City, counseling First Responders;
Atsuki Mori displays pictures of her
grandmother’s fiance’s nephew, who had
perfect sight as a baby in Hiroshima
and then had his left eye destroyed by
glass from a window shattered
by the first nuclear attack;
Kosuke Mori-Kreiner rings the gong,
marking 74 years since the US nuclear
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki;
and Dave Pack helps hang peace cranes.

PEACEWORKS AUGUST 2019

PAGE 6

Rapid response to assist immigrants
By Angela Ferguson
Organizers in Nashville, TN, recently
provided a good lesson for our Kansas
City area’s community on how to stand
together. The Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) guards came for a
man and his son, who were sitting in a
vehicle at home. First, the man knew his
rights, stayed in the vehicle, and called for help. Second, help arrived—people who stood with him,
videotaped, protected him from arrest, and challenged the presence of Nashville police and the inadequate paperwork presented by ICE.
Locally, in our greater Kansas City area, there are a
few Rapid Response eﬀorts, but they need to be
stronger, better publicized, and more eﬀective. Resi-

UNplaza Art Fair

dents need to demand that their police
NOT do the job of ICE, but rather protect the community. To get involved in
Rapid Response eﬀorts, email Advocates
for Immigrant Rights and Reconciliation
at nubia@airrkc.org or go to airrkc.org.
If you have a lawyer, make sure you (and
your lawyer) know how to activate the
lawyers’ rapid response eﬀorts locally through the
American Immigration Lawyers Association. It is
time for the community to stand up and speak out
against family separation that is happening right here
in our town. ⚘
—Angela Ferguson, a lawyer in Raytown, MO, is actively engaged in representing immigrants.

— continued from page 1

for The Learning Club of KC, KS; and peace studies
awards for Avila University students.
More information about the UNplaza Art Fair can be
found online at PeaceWorksKC.org, or on Facebook
at “29th Annual UNplaza Art Fair.” But nothing beats
a first-hand experience, so COME ON DOWN! ⚘
—By Jim Hannah of PeaceWorks-KC. Photos by Mark
Semet, with assistance from Jenny Semet.
Here is my annual membership for PeaceWorks
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Membership…………………..$40
Donor..….……………..………$50+
Major Donor……………….….$100+
Family Membership……….…$60
Group Membership……….….$75
Limited-Income Membership..$5+
Newsletter Subscription……..$10
Lifetime Membership….….…$1,000
Sustaining Membership….….$5+/mo.

□ Send newsletter electronically

Mail to:
PeaceWorks
4509 Walnut St.
Kansas City, MO 64111
Make check to:
PeaceWorks
or, for tax deductibility, to
Missouri Peace Foundation

E-mail address: __________________________________________
Name: __________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP: ___________________________________________
Daytime phone: (___)_________ Evening phone: (___)__________

The UNplaza Art Fair hops from pottery to painting,
and all arts in between. Fostering the art/peace mix,
community organizations can tell their story and
share information about their programs and services
(community organization applications are at
tinyurl.com/unplazaoutreach) .
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From deep river canyon to activism for Earth
By Lee Gum
I just spent three days in the deep
river canyon of my ancestors in
Missouri. I connected with everything—the trees, ancient rock
bluﬀs, green spring-fed depths, a
bald eagle and blue heron, frogs,
turtles, and the dawn song of the
wood thrush. I wondered: Why
doesn’t every human on earth feel
as protective as I do about these
gifts from the earth? How do some
still believe that nuclear weapons or
radiation waste are compatible with
life?
The book I brought on my trip provided some answers. Leslie Marmon Silko wrote Ceremony, which
includes this perspective on our
current dilemma as humans: “They
grow away from the earth, then
they grow away from the sun, then
they grow away from the plants and
animals. They see no life. When

Byron Clemens trial

they look they see
only objects. The
world is a dead
thing for them, the
trees and rivers are
not alive. The deer
and bear are objects.
They see no life.
They fear. They fear
the world. They destroy what they fear.
They fear themselves.”
Being on the board
of PeaceWorks-KC
allows me to learn
from experienced
activists and take on the latest nuclear madness we are facing. I became facilitator of Extinction Rebellion KC to take nonviolent action against the rapid destruction of
our very source of life. These eﬀorts
are interconnected!

— continued from p. 2

enrich uranium. “They still haven’t cleaned up their mess,”
said Clemens. “It’s impacted my family. My father got cancer working at McDonnell Douglas next to a radioactive
waste site (from Mallinkrodt), and my mom never smoked
but had lung cancer. My brother, Doug Clemens, a member
of the Missouri House of Representatives, is featured in the
HBO documentary The Atomic Homefront” (link:
hbo.com/documentaries/atomic-homefront).
Kabat was not at Clemens’ side for the Aug. 5 hearing. Kabat, a member of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate (OMI),
moved July 15 from Illinois to his new home in San Antonio, the OMI Madonna Residence for its senior members.
Kabat pulled oﬀ “interdependence day” actions on (or near)
July 4 in 2011-14, including a July 13, 2013, gathering of 24
line-crossers, and Kabat splashed paint on the National Security Complex sign Aug. 9, 2015. He sends greetings by
phone to the peace and justice community, and PeaceWorks
invites people to attend Clemens’ Sept. 5 trial. ⚘
—By Jane Stoever

By the time you read this, our
speakers will have presented
“Heading for Extinction” to the
public in KC for the first time. We
hope to oﬀer this talk several times.
See details on Facebook and Instagram: Extinction Rebellion KC. ⚘

Contact elected ofÞcials
Mayor Quinton Lucas: 816-513-3500
City Council: 816-513-1368
President Donald Trump
202-456-1111 comments
202-456-1414 switchboard

Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Mo.): 202-224-6154
Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.): 202-224-5721

Rep. Emanuel Cleaver (D-5th dist, Mo.):
202-225-4535
Rep. Sam Graves (R-6th district, Mo.):
202-225-7041

Rep. Vicky Hartzler (R-4th district, Mo.):
202-225-2876

Sen. Pat Roberts (R-Kan.): 202-224-4774

Sen. Jerry Moran (R-Kan.): 202-224-6521
Rep. Sharice Davids (D-3rd district, Kan.):
913-621-0832
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(events in KC, Mo., unless otherwise noted)
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Mark your calendar…
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