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Kris Cheatum, 73, longtime Board member of PeaceWorks, 
died June 6 after a stroke that day and one on June 3. She 
seemed in her prime—recently serving as treasurer for 
PeaceWorks, for several years editing its newsletter, and for 
ages being the nerve center of the organization. She relished 
her life with her husband of 21 years, Lynn, and delighted 
in their extended family.

At the memorial service at All Souls 
Unitarian Universalist Church June 
12, Henry Stoever, chair of the 
PeaceWorks Board, called Kris the 
soul of PeaceWorks. David Pack, 
former chair and by then again 
treasurer for PeaceWorks, called her 
and Lynn the heart of PeaceWorks. 
Kris and Lynn for many years co-
chaired the Board.

“Kris Cheatum has been 
an inspiration to the peace 
community for over 25 years,” 
said Patti Nelson, vice chair of 
the PeaceWorks Board. “With 
complete devotion to the pursuit 
of peace and justice, this true 
humanitarian directed our way. It 
will take all of us pulling together 
to fill her shoes. It is a blessing to 
have worked and laughed with 
Kris. … Kris, we love you and we 
will miss you.”

Work and laughter. Carol Fields, 
who supervised Kris at Social and 
Rehabilitation Services, said, “Her 
joy captured you.” Fields also 
observed, “I was her boss, but she 
was the leader.”

Carol’s husband, Chuck Downing of All Souls, said, “You 
didn’t fall in love with Kris. It happened faster than that.” 
When All Souls held “Big Nite” fancy-plate dinners at 
Simpson House, Kris and Lynn helped set up, serve and 
clean up, said Chuck. “She helped make it all fun to do.” 
He called her “a master of being faux crabby.”

The obituary written by Kris’s sons 
John and Steve Lehr traced her 50-year 
career as a human rights and social 
justice activist, including carrying 
newborn Steve at a civil rights rally 
in the 1960s and being arrested five 
times for civil disobedience at nuclear 
weapons sites. The obituary described 
Kris as “a tireless, joyful, hilarious, 
energetic woman with an indomitable 
spirit who added far more to this 
world than she took.”

Kansas City Star columnist Lewis 
Diuguid wrote of Kris and Lynn, 
“They attended nearly every rally, 
carried signs, edited newsletters, 
absorbed insults and conducted 
fundraisers. They wanted the best 
for America and all of its people, 
advocating peace as the only 
answer—not war, scapegoating and 
discrimination.”

A tribute in the June 24 Star 
described the peace rally on the Plaza 
after the memorial service. Her sons 
planned it, and about 50 people 
participated, clutching umbrellas and 
posters and urging drivers to honk. 
Plenty of noise and story-telling. 

We miss you, Kris! Your joy captured us!

Kris and Lynn Cheatum display their side-by-side whirl of 
energy and joy while volunteering at an AFSC festival.  
Photo by Patti Nelson

KANSAS CITY

Excerpts from a poem about Kris Cheatum by Myrne 
Roe, friend from Southwestern College in Winfield, Kan. 

‘Uncontrollable delight’
Her energy overflowed her frame.

Her compassion sent her with food
into a crime-filled ghetto in the 1960s

so the Black Panthers
could feed hungry children.

Her war against war and nuclear crusades
earned her catcalls and arrests.

Her laugh left her throat
with uncontrollable delight
and her love wrapped others

in an embrace like a soft cotton comforter.
continued on page 4
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Make more plutonium pits per year? Who wants them? 
Three PeaceWorks representatives lobbied Congress during DC Days May 20-22, sponsored by the Alliance 
for Nuclear Accountability (ANA). The three—Ann Suellentrop, Spencer Graves, and Cassie Weck—helped 
research the nuclear budget and visit congressional members and staff. They learned that the new nuclear 
weapons parts plant, the National Security Campus (NSC) in Kansas City, MO, may double its budget from 
2020 through 2022 for “modernizing” the B61-12 gravity bomb and the W88 warhead for submarine-
launched ballistic missiles. More NSC staff and facilities are proposed. Further, the NSC may increase its 
“component fabrication” for “Plutonium Sustainment Operations.” 
What’s that mean? Well, the Trump administration plans production of more plutonium pits—the grapefruit-
sized radioactive cores of modern thermonuclear weapons. When compressed by explosives for detonation, the 
pits (“primaries”) form a critical mass and “begin to fission,” says Jay Coghlan of NukeWatch New Mexico. 
That induces nuclear fusion in components known as “secon-
daries.” Coghlan says up to 20,000 “excess” pits and up to 5,000 
“strategic reserve” pits are at the Pantex Plant in Amarillo, TX. 
Congress is studying H.R. 2500, the National Defense Autho-
rization Act for 2020, with the administration’s request to produce 
80 plutonium pits per year instead of the current 20. Given the 
Pantex stockpile, Suellentrop insists, “Creating 80 pits per year is 
an idiotic idea!” She and about 60 others at this year’s ANA DC 
Days lobbied at about 90 congressional offices to share that per-
spective and tackle other issues. 

Plutonium pits — continued on page 7
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While 17 persons are being arrested for crossing the property line at the nuclear weapons parts plant (see story, p. 4), 
Sister Theresa Maly holds the sign, “We can bomb the world to pieces, but we can't bomb it into PEACE.” 

—Photo by Mark A. Semet
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‘Race Issues ARE Peace Issues’ disrupts apathy 
By Jim Hannah 
Peace activists gathered April 27 around the theme “Race Issues ARE Peace Issues.” Sponsored by Peace-
Works-KC and moderated by Lucky Garcia, the event fostered networking to more effectively address racism 
and violence in greater KC. Panelists from human rights organizations made presentations and led workshops. 
“We have very intense issues of peace and justice in our area,” Garcia said, noting that people of color often 
live in fear of both immigration and police personnel. She challenged the mostly white assembly to recognize 
that “the way to get leadership from persons of color is to commit to the struggles they are involved with.” 

Diane Burkholder, co-founder of One Struggle KC, said the violence people of color often experience is not 
necessarily physical, but “the violence of silence, of apathy.” Discrimination based on race is widespread, she 
said. “Think about why most people in court are black, brown, or low-income persons. White persons often get 
warnings, not traffic tickets.” Many fines and arrest warrants, she noted, are little more than a quota system for 
city income, and they trap people in the prison-industrial complex. 
Two representatives (names withheld) spoke for Al-Hadaf, a group dedicated to a free Palestine and to revival 
of the Palestinian–American community in KC. The spokespersons said that some police training tactics in the 
US originated in Israel, and that open-air prisons in which the US is detaining immigrants parallel Israel’s re-
strictions on 7 million refugees in Gaza. Pointing out such parallels, they insisted, is not anti-Semitic: “A gov-
ernment using oppressive tactics can be opposed without that being anti-Semitic.” 
Diana Martinez spoke for Advocates for Immigration Rights and Reconciliation (AIRR), organized to em-
power and uplift the immigrant community. Immigrants, she said, should not have to live in fear of separation 
or deportation, nor should they have to work in exploitative jobs. In her view, US immigration policies are in 
effect “kidnapping people and holding them for ransom.” ICE, she said, is holding more than $200 million in 
bonds from immigrants, “much of which will not be repaid.” And many immigrants cannot post cash-only 
bonds that range from $1,500 to $5,000 or more. To improve the situation, Martinez said, “We need to move 
immigration out of the executive branch and into the judicial branch.” 
John Tramel spoke for Showing Up for Racial Justice in Kansas City (SURJ KC), organizing white people 
for racial justice. “White persons need to listen to persons of color,” he said. “Our privilege needs to be ques-
tioned. We need to follow the lead of persons of color. We need to take risks, to be willing to be uncomfort-
able. We need to use our privilege in places where we are needed. We need to form open and accountable rela-
tionships with black and white persons.” 
The event was perhaps best summarized by a participant who observed that in recent years he has seen a grow-
ing solidarity among groups dedicated to equality and justice for people of color in KC. He said, “It’s impera-
tive for white, and black, and brown persons to work together, or we have no chance at all.” ⚘ 
—By Jim Hannah, PeaceWorks-KC Board member

From left to right: Lucky Garcia, Diane Burkholder, Diana Martinez, and John Tramel.  —Photos by Mark A. Semet
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Th
is year PeaceW

orks Board 
m

em
ber Lu M

ountenay planned 
on her fifth line-crossing during 
the annual M

em
orial D

ay peace 
witness at the N

ational Security 
C

am
pus, which she dubbed “Th

e 
Tem

ple of D
oom

.” Four tim
es she 

had been arrested there to foster a 
world free of nuclear weapons—
both for her beloved grandchil-
dren, and for all children every-
where, today and far into the fu-
ture. 
But cancer took her life, ironically 
on E

aster Sunday, A
pril 21. A

nd 
on Lu’s 70

th birthday (M
ay 11), a 

celebration of her life was held in 
her hom

e congregation within 
the C

om
m

unity of C
hrist—

W
al-

nut G
ardens in Independence—

with an overflow crowd of fam
ily, friends, and 

PeaceW
orks colleagues. Four grandchildren shared 

their m
em

ories of Lu, as did friends whose rem
em

-
brances of her brought both laughter and tears. 

“A
s a protestor,” one said, “Lu knew 

there were tim
es to not only speak up 

but to act up for justice and peace. Yet 
the driving force for her was not 
protesting against som

ething but stand-
ing for som

ething—
what others m

ight 
call a ‘protest,’ she considered a ‘peace 
witness.’ A

nd that’s how I think of Lu
—

as a peace w
itness, a justice w

itness. 
M

ost of all she was concerned about 
two clear and present dangers that 
could end life as we know it on Planet 
E

arth—
nuclear weapons and global 

clim
ate collapse.” 

Fittingly, as the service ended, Lauren 
H

all led the assem
bly in the protest 

m
arch song beginning, “A

in’t gonna let 
nobody turn m

e around.” A
t the cele-

bration and at the ensuing M
em

orial 
D

ay witness, the declaration was m
ade 

that “Lu’s strong spirit lives on, as does the G
ood 

Spirit that prom
pted her dedication to justice and 

peace!” ⚘ 
—

By Jim
 H

annah

Lu’s w
aving to us! 

—
Photo by Jim

 H
annah

C
ontact elected ofÞcials 

M
ayor Sly Jam

es: 816-513-3500 
C

ity C
ouncil: 816-513-1368 

President D
onald Trum

p 
202-456-1111 com

m
ents 

202-456-1414 sw
itchboard 

Sen. Josh H
awley (R

-M
o.): 202-224-6154 

Sen. R
oy Blunt (R

-M
o.): 202-224-5721 

R
ep. E

m
anuel C

leaver (D
-5

th dist, M
o.): 

202-225-4535 
R

ep. Sam
 G

raves (R
-6

th district, M
o.): 

202-225-7041 
R

ep. V
icky H

artzler (R
-4

th district, M
o.): 

202-225-2876 
Sen. Pat R

oberts (R
-K

an.): 202-224-4774 
Sen. Jerry M

oran (R
-K

an.): 202-224-6521 
R

ep. Sharice D
avids (D

-3
rd district, K

an.):  
913-621-0832 

C
elebrating the life and w

itness of Lu M
ountenay

Teachers say: Stop detention of 
im

m
igrant children

By C
ris M

ann 
Teachers A

gainst C
hild D

etention held a live-stream
ed 

“Teach-in for Freedom
” that I attended Feb. 17 at San Jac-

into Plaza in E
l Paso, Texas. Led by 2018 N

ational Teacher 
of the Year M

andy M
anning, the teach-in at the border fea-

tured lessons by m
ore than 30 teachers from

 the U
S and 

M
exico on U

S im
m

igration policy and its im
pact on chil-

dren. Teaching topics included the harm
 im

m
igrant kids 

experience when separated from
 their fam

ilies, why they 
have fled from

 their hom
e countries, and how A

m
ericans 

can welcom
e them

 legally and contribute to their ongoing 
care and integration. 
A

t the teach-in, Teachers A
gainst C

hild D
etention called 

on the U
S governm

ent to end the detention and crim
inal-

ization of im
m

igrant children and their fam
ilies. Th

eir 
view

point was that everyone who lives in the U
nited States 

Stop detaining children
—

 continued on page 5
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Ninth Memorial Day peace witness draws its largest crowd
In a rebuke to the White House’s attempts to “make America nuclear again,” 17 peace activists were arrested 
for trespass during the ninth annual Memorial Day peace witness for a nuclear-weapons-free world. Spon-
sored by PeaceWorks-KC, the annual event this year far surpassed previous years’ participation by turning out 
some 90 peace activists. Three activists from Europe added another first—representation from a growing and 
global nuclear weapons abolition movement. 
A 10 a.m. rally at the decommissioned Bannister Federal Complex commemorated the 154 employees known 
to have died from toxins generated at the plant during its 65-year history of nuclear weapons production. 
The activists travelled to the new 
National Security Campus at Mo. 
Highway 150 and Botts Road in 
south Kansas City, where some 85 
percent of the non-nuclear com-
ponents of the US nuclear arsenal 
are developed or procured. A 
mile-long march to the entrance 
of the plant was emceed by 
PeaceWorks Board member Jim 
Hannah, who urged the marchers 
to bear in mind not only what 
they are against, but what they are 
for. 
“As we march today toward this 
citadel of mass destruction,” he 
said, “let us also imagine that fine 
day when the world awakes from 
the nightmare of nukes, when 
flowers and soybeans will again 
grow where now there is only con-
crete and asphalt, when our 
grandchildren may one day ask, 
‘What’s a nuclear weapon?’ And 
let us hold to that ancient promise, 
‘nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they 
learn war anymore.’” 
When they reached the entrance 
of the plant, the activists read names and maladies of persons who died from toxins at the old weapons plant. 
Then they laid on the ground in a die-in until the bugle call of “Taps” was sounded. Statements from line-
crossers followed, and in unison they stepped across the purple line indicating the plant boundary. After re-
peated warnings that the civil resisters would be arrested for trespass if they remained, Kansas City police 
handcuffed, searched, and photographed the activists on-site, then released them with a court summons. 
Among the line-crossers were Susan van der Hijden of Amsterdam and Chris Danowski of Dortmund, Ger-
many. Their videographer was Ina Zerr from Vienna. 
About 140 arrests have been made since the leveling of the land began for the new plant in 2010. More than 
two million dollars a day is being spent there as the current administration ramps up efforts to “modernize” the 
US nuclear arsenal of some 5,000 warheads. ⚘

Above: During the peace march, Jim Hannah carries the Earth as seen from the Moon, and  
Addy Simpson, granddaughter of Lu Mountenay, carries a peace flag Lu made. 

Below: Ron Faust keeps watch as police hand-cuff Brother Louis Rodemann and Toni Faust, 
Ron’s wife.  —Photos by Mark A. Semet (see more photos at PeaceWorksKC.org)
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deserves to have a public education of good quality. 
No exceptions! 
Teacher after teacher spoke about the harm of sepa-
rating children from their parents. Harmful effects 
of this practice reach well into adulthood, with 
trauma, anxiety, and lifelong fears. The day-long rally 
featured union leaders both from the US and from 
Mexico. I felt proud of my union membership. To 
hear the speeches, go to  
teachersagainstchilddetention.org/lessons or go to 
YouTube and search for “teachers against child de-
tention.” 
My favorite quote from the rally was from an ethnic 
studies teacher from Washington state. He starts 
every class with this call-and-response poem: 
You are my other me. / If I do harm to you, / I do 
harm to myself. / If I love and respect you, / I love 
and respect myself. ⚘ 
—Cris Mann, a teacher, serves on the PeaceWorks 
Board. Note: On June 6, Associated Press said the gov-
ernment reported having 13,200 children in its care, a 
number rising rapidly.

By Charles Carney 
Interrupting legislative proceedings on the Senate 
floor with chants of “Who’s going to die today?” and 
“Health care is a human right,” nine people were ar-
rested or detained May 29 in Topeka, KS, during an 
action sponsored by the Poor People’s Campaign. 
The protesters, among them three members of 
PeaceWorks-KC (including me), disrupted the pro-
ceedings for over a half hour. The Senate gallery had 
to be cleared by security guards, but the demonstra-
tors were respectful and nonviolent.  
Senate President Susan Wagle, R-Wichita, threat-
ened to ban press credentials of certain journalists 
for “giving the demonstrators airtime.” On the other 
hand, some state senators supported the demonstra-
tors from the Senate floor by smiling and waving at 
them and even singing along with “We are a gentle, 
angry people, and we are singing for our lives.” 
Some demonstrators held signs with the names of 
loved ones who’d recently died in Kansas due to lack 
of health care. 
“I joined the group because I’m tired of seeing peo-
ple lack affordable health care!” said PeaceWorks 
member Lois Swimmer. “I wanted to add my voice 
because more voices have the power to be heard.” ⚘

Teachers gather at the border teach-in against child detention. 
Holding the microphone, at left, is Randi Weingarten, president of 

the American Federation of Teachers.—Photo by Cris Mann

Stop detaining children
— continued from page 3

Poor People’s Campaign calls 
for better health care policy 
on Senate ßoor in Topeka
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Time to next new nuclear-weapon state
By Spencer Graves 
When the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
entered into force in 1970, there were 5 nuclear-
weapon states. On Jan. 29, 2002, when President 
George W. Bush identified North Korea, Iran, and 
Iraq as an “axis of evil,” there were 8. Now there are 9, 
and another 32 have sufficient fissile material to 
make nuclear weapons if they wish.1 
The accompanying figure2 suggests that the process 
of creating new nuclear-weapon states has slowed 
over time. 
However, it would seem naive and even foolish to 
believe the number of nuclear-weapon states will not 
continue to grow until either (a) a nuclear war de-
stroys the ability of anyone to make more nuclear 
weapons, or (b) international law is strengthened to 
provide weaker nations protection against threats 
from other countries. 
When the Soviet Union first tested a nuclear weapon 
in 1949, it was not just responding to the memories 
of World War II but also to the anti-Soviet Cold 
War rhetoric in the US and to the memory of US 
and other foreign troops on Soviet soil trying to put 
the tsar back in power after World War I. Similarly, 
in the first decade of the 21st century, North Korea 
had reason to fear the intentions of the US after hav-
ing been described as part of an “axis of evil” and 
then watching as the US destroyed Iraq and contin-
ued to threaten Iran. 
To estimate the probability distribution to the time 
to the next nuclear weapon state, the accompanying 
plot suggests we consider only the time since the pre-
sumed first test by Israel in 1979.3 In those 40 years, 
the world has seen two new nuclear-weapon states, 
Pakistan (PK) and North Korea (KP). That gives us 
an average of 20 years between first tests by new nu-
clear-weapon states. That suggests there’s roughly a 
90% chance of a first test by another new nuclear-
weapon state sometime in the next 46 years.4 
An obvious question is: Which nation will likely be 
the next? Readily available information suggests 
three possibilities: 
1. Ukraine or one of 14 other Russian neighbors with 
sufficient fissile material to make a nuclear weapon. 
2. Saudi Arabia, which is currently receiving nuclear 
technology per a decision by President Trump; Saudi 

Arabia and the US appear to be the two primary re-
cruiters for Islamic terrorism.5 
3. Islamic terrorists, who might steal a nuclear 
weapon from, for example, Pakistan, where there is 
substantial resentment of US military actions in Af-
ghanistan and other countries in that region; a small 
sailboat could be used as a delivery vehicle. ⚘ 

1. Toon et al. (2007) “Atmospheric effects and societal 
consequences of regional scale nuclear conflicts and acts of 
individual nuclear terrorism,” Atmospheric Chemistry 
and Physics, 7:1973:2002. 
2. This plot uses standard 2-letter country codes, so RU = 
Russia, GB = United Kingdom, FR = France, CN = 
China, IN = India, IL = Israel, PK = Pakistan (1998), 
KP = North Korea (People’s Republic of Korea—2006). 
3. Wikipedia, “Vela Incident.” 
4. This will be documented in my Wikiversity article 
“Time to the next new nuclear-weapon state,” related to 
my Wikiversity article “Time to extinction of civiliza-
tion.” This ignores the uncertainty in the estimate of an 
average of 20 years to the next new nuclear-weapon 
state. Considering that would increase the chances of be-
ing outside the (2, 46) year interval from 20% to perhaps 
50%. 
5. Medea Benjamin, 2016, Kingdom of the Unjust, pub-
lished by O.R. Books. See also Wikiversity, “Winning the 
War on Terror.” 
—Spencer Graves, of the PeaceWorks Board, is an engi-
neer with a PhD in statistics, a Vietnam-era veteran, 
and a compulsive fact-checker.



Some in Congress may have listened. On June 3, the US 
House of Representatives strategic forces subcommittee 
proposed repealing the requirement for the 80 pits per year 
from the budget and instead called for 30 pits per year. 
Next steps: markups of the 2020 budget by the House 
Armed Services Committee and the Senate. The time is 
ripe for making a plutonium-pit-&-budget call to your 
representative and senators. Here’s a sample “ask”: Con-
gress must not fund the National Security Campus ex-
pansion for production of components for unjustified 
new and refurbished nuclear weapons. ⚘ 
—By Jane Stoever of PeaceWorks
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“We are determined … to work and fight until justice runs down like water and righteousness like a 
mighty stream.” —Martin Luther King Jr., 1955 

but sometimes, we are white-water rapids, 
the energy and strength and new things that  
   come with being 
so young and eager. 
To see my 24-year-old eyes looking into 
another 24-year-old’s eyes … 
and I think she and I both realized it at once. 
We are here. 
We are not only the future, 
but right now too. 
We have the POWER 
to say NO to 
all these things that the system has always 
pushed, or hidden, or promoted, or purchased. 
We are the water. 
We are the water of the movement. 
We are the tears that come on days that the world 
   seems a little less hopeless, 
but we are also the sweat that goes into days of  
   walking around 
Organizing 
Rallying 
Researching 
Writing 
Fighting for justice 
The mighty stream is the system 
And we are the water 

—we are young and we have power ⚘ 
—By Cassie Weck of Jerusalem Farm in KC, MO, who 
attended DC Days in May.

Plutonium pits — continued from page 1

The mighty stream is the system 
and we are the water. 
Some days we struggle to swim and flow 
in a world filled with 
hate, 
violence, 
bombs, 
nuclear bombs … 
[let me say that again] 
nuclear bombs. 
Do you, 
do YOU 
realize that we dropped 2 nuclear bombs 
with the intent of harming others 
only to have it backfire on ourselves? 
Destroying our environment 
and our people 
with toxins, 
radiation, 
cancers … 
Then again, 
on some days, 
it’s easy to be in that mighty stream, 
the power felt on Capitol Hill, 
explaining peaceful and just policies. 
We are the water. 
We ebb and flow through the stream of meeting 
after meeting in DC. 
Sometimes we hit some rocks in the stream,  
get stuck, 
or take a little detour, 

Ann Suellentrop (left), Cassie Weck, and Spencer Graves catch a 
quiet moment before visiting congressional offices.
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2010 Calendar … All events are open to the public

July 22, Thursday, Peace for the Holy Land: A Christian View 
David Wildman, Executive Secretary for Human Rights and Racial Justice at the 
General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church, New York 
City, and co-author of Ending the U.S. War in Afghanistan: A Primer, will speak at 
7 p.m. at Broadway United Methodist Church, 406 West 74th Street, KC, Mo.

July 30-Aug. 9, Convergence, action, permaculture encampment to oppose   
Los Alamos, N.M., nuclear weapons production plant 
See story, page 4. 

Aug. 6, Monday, hearing on civil resistance  
Come to the U.S. Courthouse, 400 E. 9th St., KC, Mo., for the 9 a.m. hearing on 
the June 18 civil resistance at the KC Plant. For info, contact resister Jane Stoever 
at 913-206-4088 or janepstoever@yahoo.com.

Aug. 8, Hiroshima, Nagasaki—Never Again!  
Attend PeaceWorks’ annual observance Sun., Aug. 8, in Loose Park, 6:30 p.m. 
potluck, 7:30 p.m. ceremony.

Aug. 14-16, KC Nuclear Weapons Plant Conference:  
“Close It! Clean It! Don’t Repeat It!”  
Come to Linwood United Church, 3151 Olive, for 3 days of spirituality, science 
and resistance to nuclear weapons-making (beginning at 10 a.m. Sat., Aug. 14, at 
Linwood United) and hear presentations and a concert Aug. 14, 7-10 p.m., at All 
Souls Unitarian Universalist Church. Contact Jane Stoever if you can attend the 
3-day gathering or lend a hand.

Sept. 21, International Day of Prayer for Peace 2010—“A Future and a Hope” 
On Earth Peace is inviting faith & community groups to prepare public prayer vigils, 
prayerful community walks, vespers services, rallies, public art displays, and events 
ranging from a few minutes to 24 hours of coordinated prayer for peace. 

Sept. 25-26, UNplaza Art Fair 
Mark your calendar for this annual PeaceWorks fundraiser. Check out this art 
extravaganza Sat., 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sun., noon to 5 p.m., on the grounds of  
All Souls UU Church. See story, page 4.
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Senators are moving toward a vote on the 
new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty. Send 
them your request: Ratify START and 
reject new funds for nukes. 

“The spirit of the new START agreement 
is a reduction in nuclear weapons on both 
sides that will strengthen the U.S.-Russia 
relationship and lead to further cuts in 
their arsenals,” says the Nuclear Age Peace 
Foundation. It points out, however, that the 
administration proposes an outlay of $180 
billion over the next 10 years to upgrade the 
U.S. nuclear weapons production facilities.

By all means, press senators to ratify the 
new START. It does have verification 
provisions and reduces each of the  
U.S. and Russian nuclear arsenals  
to 1,550 weapons and 700 deployed 
delivery vehicles.  

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
began hearings on the new START 
last month. The treaty could come up 
for a full-Senate vote anytime after the 
committee votes. 

Ask senators: 
Ratify START 
without new 
nuke funds 
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Long-time Kansas City peace activist, minister, and PeaceWorks 
poet laureate Ron Faust has written a memoir about his life. “A 
Room Full of Shadows is not just a story I resonate with. It in-
spires me to action,” says PeaceWorks member Charles Carney. 
Ron didn’t get fired from one of his pastoral jobs by feeding 
pablum to passive pew sitters, notes Charles, adding, “From war 
tax resistance, to standing up against killer drones and nuclear 
weapons, to giving sermons against the Vietnam War, his witness 
has been at once loving and challenging. A Room Full of Shadows 
is not exactly a ‘must read’ but more like a book you cannot NOT 
read!” The room in the book’s title is Ron’s small office at home, 
where he ponders, copes, and reaches for books. The new book 
costs only $20. To order, you can call or text Carney at 
913-603-2483 or email donnacharles_1@sbcglobal.net. ⚘

A new ‘for prophet’ book

Join PeaceWorks-KC in the annual Hi-
roshima/Nagasaki Remembrance Aug. 
4. We begin at 6:30 pm with potluck 
and have our program at 7:30 pm at the 
south end of the lagoon in Loose Park, 
just west of Wornall Rd. and 53rd St. in 
KC, MO. In our mourning and our 
hope, we share supper, hang peace 
cranes from the trees, ring a gong for 
each year since 1945, meditate, hear 
speakers, and sing. For info, contact 
Henry Stoever, 913-375-0045. ⚘

Remember Hiroshima 
& Nagasaki Aug. 4

Thanks, NCR!
In May, the National Catholic Reporter, 
based in KC, MO, published a 3-part 
series on “the toxic legacy of one  
shuttered weapons plant,” Bannister  
Federal Complex, KC’s old nuke-parts 
plant. The “Enemy Within” series is at  
ncronline.org (click on the magnifying 
glass in the menu and type “Enemy 
Within”). ⚘ 

Artists, apply now 
for art fair
PeaceWorks’ UNplaza Art Fair 
will be Sept. 21-22, and the time 
to apply is now. The fair boasts  
local artists with reasonable prices. 
Check out the application at 
PeaceWorksKC.org. ⚘

4509 Walnut, Kansas City, MO 64111
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April 2, Tues., all day, vote YES for peace meas-                 
ure to prevent future KC financial deals for 
making parts for nuclear weapons. Call Rachel 
MacNair at 816-753-2057 to leaflet at polls or 
request yard signs. See stories p. 1 & 5 

Every 1st & 3rd Sat., 1-3 pm, Bradley Manning 
Support Rally/Vigil at the gates of Fort 
Leavenworth at 7th & Metropolitan in Leaven-
worth, KS. See story p. 5. 

March 23, Sat. 4:00 to 6:00pm, If I Could Change    
The World Spoken Word Kick-off Performance, 
for high school-aged youth. AFSC and The 
Writers Place., 4405 Gillham Rd., KCMO 

March 29, Fri., 2-4 pm, Way of the Cross through 
downtown, KC's annual reflection on the 
modern-day suffering of Christ. This walk, 
beginning and ending at 11th and Oak, focuses 
on Jesus's passion and the injustice in our 
world and city. 

Every Tues., 5-6 p.m., peace demonstration at 
63rd Street and Ward Parkway. Contact Carol 
Huhs, schwartzkatz@sbcglobal.net.  

July 5, deadline for artists to apply for UNplaza Art 
Fair (see next column). Ask your artist friends 
to apply now so you can visit them at the fair. 

 

Sept. 21-22, UNplaza Art Fair, 
PeaceWorks’ annual 
fundraiser, on the grounds of 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 4501 Walnut.  
     Contact PWKC office: 816-
561-1181. Artists leave a 
message for Tamara. 
 
 


