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We miss you, Kris! Your joy captured us!
Kris Cheatum, 73, longtime Board member of PeaceWorks,
died June 6 after a stroke that day and one on June 3. She
seemed in her prime—recently serving as treasurer for
PeaceWorks, for several years editing its newsletter, and for
ages being the nerve center of the organization. She relished
her life with her husband of 21 years, Lynn, and delighted
in their extended family.

Carol’s husband, Chuck Downing of All Souls, said, “You
didn’t fall in love with Kris. It happened faster than that.”
When All Souls held “Big Nite” fancy-plate dinners at
Simpson House, Kris and Lynn helped set up, serve and
clean up, said Chuck. “She helped make it all fun to do.”
He called her “a master of being faux crabby.”
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Court supportÑstay tuned
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War without end unless we take action
By Mary Hladky
Note: These excerpts are from an
Aug. 11 talk at UMKC during
KKFI’s “Kicking the Koch Habit”
conference. For more, see PeaceWorks
KC.org. The speaker’s son was an
Army Infantry Oﬃcer in Afghanistan when the troops experienced the highest death and injury
rates of the war.
How did we arrive at a place in
our country where we have neverending and ever-spreading wars
with little success and no conclusion?
Most Americans cannot explain
why we are at war in seven countries–Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria,
Yemen, Somalia, Libya and Niger.
People are shocked to learn that
U.S. Special Forces were in 149
countries last year, out of 193 total
countries–a military presence in
77 percent of the world’s countries. Let’s go back 27 years to try
to understand what has happened.
In late 1991, the Soviet Union
dissolved and the Cold War ended. The neoconservative wing of
the Republican party saw an opportunity for the U.S. military to
dominate the world. In 1992, during the George H.W. Bush administration, Paul Wolfowitz
wrote what became known as the
Wolfowitz doctrine, outlining a
plan to:
• increase defense spending;
• take pre-emptive military action;
• use military force unilaterally,
with or without allies;
• prevent any hostile power from
dominating a region; and

• secure access to vital natural resources, especially Persian Gulf
oil.
The Wolfowitz doctrine was supported by Dick Cheney, John
Bolton and Donald Rumsfeld, all
of whom served in the George W.
Bush administration. The first
step in their plan was regime
change in Iraq. Shortly after 9/11,
Retired Gen. Wesley Clark was
stunned to learn, from a fellow
oﬃcer, of the U.S. plan to attack
seven countries in 5 years–those
countries being Iraq, Syria,
Lebanon, Libya, Somalia, Sudan,
Iran. None of this came before the
American people or Congress.
Instead of instigating wars of
choice, America should have focused on poverty in America,
maintaining our infrastructure,
climate change, and understanding cyber-threats (like shutting
down the electrical grid). The urge
to control the world, to take
everything, set the country up for
failure, at a tremendous cost. Tom
Engelhardt writes that it has
proven to be “the perfect launching pad for this country’s decline.”
Blowback
The most all-encompassing blowback comes in two forms, the escalating nuclear arms race and
climate change, both threatening
all humanity.
Nuclear weapons–The world has
nearly 15,000 nuclear weapons
(92 percent are held by the United
States and Russia). We are preparing to spend over $1 trillion to
“modernize” U.S. nuclear
weapons. This escalation has
spurred other nuclear-armed
states to upgrade their nuclear

Mary Hladky

arsenals. The arms race grows, and
to what end? There are no winners
in a nuclear war.
Climate change–The U.S. military
is the largest single user of fossil
fuel, with devastating consequences for the environment. Big
Energy has long been after every
fossil fuel reserve, no matter its
location, supported in large part
by U.S. foreign policy. Big Energy
has bought our politicians and has
funded anti-science, climatedenial campaigns to maintain its
profits. They have put profits over
people and our environment. The
government has invested in wars
of choice, supporting corporations
over finding sustainable ways to
meet our energy needs.
We still have a choice
It’s no coincidence we have killed
one million people in Iraq, Afghanistan and the region since
2001. In good conscience, how
can we continually ask our troops
to risk their lives, limbs and emotional well-being for wars in
countries that are no direct threat
to the U.S.?
We don’t have to accept any of
this–it is not inevitable–we still
have a choice. We need to ask
ourselves: Who are we as a nation? And when will we stand up,
in massive numbers, to change the
direction of our country? ⚘
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Perpetual war protects transfer of wealth from south to north
By Chris Overfelt
Note: Here are excerpts from a talk given Aug. 11 at
UMKC during KKFI’s “Kicking the Koch Habit” conference. For more, go to PeaceWorksKC.org.
My name is Chris Overfelt and I’m with Veterans for
Peace. I was a hydraulics mechanic in the Air Force
from 2002 to 2011. I was deployed to Turkey and
Qatar, and I directly participated in the destruction
of two sovereign nations, Iraq and Afghanistan. Neither of these countries will likely recover from that
devastation in my lifetime. Nothing I can ever do
will make up for the hundreds of thousands of Iraqi
and Afghan men, women and children killed in these
wars.
This workshop is “Perpetual War and Its Blowback:
Everyone Loses.” The term “perpetual war” is often
used in relation to the War on Terror and the War in
Afghanistan. But I want to put our situation into the
context of the single greatest crime in human history:
the transfer of wealth from the southern hemisphere
to the northern hemisphere that has been taking
place for 500 years. This has locked billions of people
in the southern hemisphere into lives of grinding
poverty, excruciating labor, premature death, and
mental and emotional trauma so white Europeans
and North Americans can live lives of aﬄuence and
comfort. We are robbing the vast natural resources of
Africa, Central and South America, and Asia.

Traditionally, “blowback” is thought to be a reaction
to a policy or military action directed toward a certain people. But those who can inflict the most violence are those who hold power. Also, those in power
are rarely punished for their crimes, and it is only the
victims of those crimes who suﬀer the consequences.
We enjoy the benefits of this system with no consequences, while indigenous peoples across the global
south suﬀer the humiliation and exploitation of governments bribed and bought by foreign capital.
The centuries of robbery and trauma in the global
south are pushing people up from these areas to our
doorstep. Instead of addressing the issues of poverty
and injustice at their source, in the heart of these
southern countries, what do we do? We punish the
victims of our crimes. We station guards at our borders to shoot them, we jail them and humiliate them,

vilify them, steal
their children,
and then send
them back to the
poverty we have
created for them,
with not a whiﬀ
of justice for
ourselves.
Chris Overfelt
So how does this
aﬀect the Kansas
City community? The same model of U.S. militarism
that is used abroad is used here at home. Abroad, the
state department supports corrupt governments to
ensure our access to their resources. What is the best
way to fight American militarism abroad? To end it
here in our communities. There are four ways to do
this.
• End the occupation of our minority communities
by the police.
• End the war on drugs.
• Provide access to health care and education to all
people.
• And end the war on immigrants by defunding ICE
(Immigration and Customs Enforcement) and the
border patrol. ⚘
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Hiroshima/Nagasaki Remembrance mixes memory, music, hope
By Jane Stoever
Tom Fox spoke at the Aug. 5 Hiroshima/Nagasaki Remembrance
in Kansas City, Mo., saying that at
the same time, people in Hiroshima were marking the moment on
Aug. 6 in 1945 when the U.S.
dropped the nuclear bomb on that
city. Fox noted the distance between Kansas City and Hiroshima: 6,533 miles. “But tonight
there is no distance between Hiroshima and Kansas City,” he insisted. “And in this night, we are
gathered at the very same time
many thousands are gathered in
Japan. So time and space have
evaporated.”
Fox, former editor and publisher
of the National Catholic Reporter,
had twice visited Hiroshima with
his family and for decades reported on protests at the nuclear
weapon parts plant in Kansas
City. This year, Fox held out hope.
“Hiroshima is now more than a
place,” Fox said. “Hiroshima is an
idea. Hiroshima is a movement.
Hiroshima is a way of life. Hiroshima is a future without nuclear weapons.” Referring to
memorial events around the
world, he said, “It behooves us
and others to gather not just to
mourn but also to move forward.
Every single one of us is providing hope.”
Some 70 persons came to the annual memorial to hear talks, to
sing, to take a vow of nonviolence,
and to tell each other why they
came to Loose Park Lagoon on a
98-degree day. Sponsored by
PeaceWorks, Kansas City, the
program opened with a welcome

from Henry Stoever, chair of the
PeaceWorks
Board. “We cannot undo tragedy,”
he said. “We can
say we are sorry.
We can build a
better world. We
can be compassionate. We can
walk the journey,
accompanying
those who are suffering. We can be
love.”

Flutist Michael McGrath plays two Japanese pieces and “’Tis the
Gift to Be Simple” while Henry Stoever holds the microphone.
—Photos by Jim Hannah

Atsuki Mori, a Japanese woman
living in Warrensburg, Missouri,
spoke of her grandmother, who
lived in Osaka, Japan, during the
1945 bombing of Hiroshima. Her
grandmother became a physician,
Mori said, but added, “My grandfather was hard to deal with. She
(her grandmother) did not have a
good life as a wife.” After both
grandparents died, an old photo
album surfaced, including a large
photo of a young man dead, with
flowers around his face. “He
looked like he was sleeping,” Mori
said. The family realized the man
was the grandmother’s former fiancé. “I think he died because of
Sunny Hamrick, of the PeaceWorks Board,
leukemia” from the Hiroshima
strikes the gong 73 times,
bombing, said Mori. If the atomic
marking each year since 1945.
bomb had never been dropped, she
added, “my grandmother would
have been much happier.” ⚘
Atsuki Mori
says that if the
Video clips from the event accompany
atomic bomb
the story at peaceworkskc.org/nuhad never been
clear-weapons/hiroshima-nagasakidropped on
remembrance-mixes-memory-musicHiroshima,
“my grandmother and-hope-2. A podcast, from KKFI,
would have been 90.1 FM, is at kkfi.org/program/allmuch happier.”
souls-forum.

PEACEWORKS SEPTEMBER 2018

PAGE 5

Ann Suellentrop helps blockade German base with U.S. nukes
Ann Suellentrop, fresh from five weeks in Germany,
released; they could receive charges later. “Most likely
explained why Europeans fail to trust the U.S. and
because German authorities want to avoid media exwant to rid themselves of U.S. nuclear bombs: “Euro- posure,” says Suellentrop, “international citizens
peans see us as warmongers. They are afraid Russia
who’ve done similar actions in past years have not
and Germany are being
been prosecuted.”
maneuvered into war
Covering the July 15
again. The Germans
break-in, the July 16
have a saying, ‘When
headline in the
two guys fight, the
Koblenz daily paper
third one wins.’ They
Rhein-Zeitung asked,
don’t want war with
“How could this hapRussia again. Russia
pen?”
does not want war with
Well, Suellentrop was
Germany again.”
there! She was part of a
Suellentrop helped
20-weeks-against-20blockade the entry to
bombs witness by inGermany’s Büchel Air
Ann Suellentrop plays her sax at the gate of Büchel Air Force Base. Was it ternational activists at
Force Base several
“We Shall Overcome” or “When the Saints Go Marching In”? Büchel Air Force Base.
times this summer to
Noting that NATO
protest the 20 U.S. B61 nuclear bombs there. If Preshas about 100 nuclear weapons in Holland, Belgium,
ident Trump so ordered, German Tornado jets driven Turkey and Italy, Suellentrop told PeaceWorks memby German pilots would drop the B61s on targets
bers and friends Aug. 5 that she went to the
NATO selected. According to a recent survey, 93 per- Counter-NATO summit in Brussels, Belgium, before
cent of Germans want the nuclear weapons gone.
Trump’s visit there. “Thousands marched to protest
At 11am on Sunday, July 15, Suellentrop and 17 oth- NATO and Trump’s visit,” she said. “NATO is seen
by Europeans as a war machine, a nuclear-sharing
ers cut the Büchel AFB fences and razor wire to go,
in five groups at various spots, onto the base. Eventu- network that is draining millions of dollars away from
ally, three protesters went through two unlocked inte- meeting human needs across Europe.”
rior gates and into a high-security zone with four nu- Interested in next year’s Büchel AFB protests? Call
clear weapon bunkers. They climbed to the top of a
PeaceWorks, 816-561-1181. ⚘
bunker, went unnoticed for about an hour, and were
—By Jane Stoever of PeaceWorks and John LaForge of
arrested after unfurling the banner, “Disarm B61
Nukewatch in Luck, WI.
nukes.” Within 4½ hours, all 18 peace activists were

We come in hope

PeaceWorks treasurer Dave Pack compares the bombs
dropped in Hiroshima (15 kt or kilotons) and Nagasaki
(21 kt) with today’s bombs, between 300 and 500 kt,
some 20-30 times the power of the 1945 bombs.
However, Pack observes, “We come in hope, for the Treaty
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons passed on July 7,
2017, by a United Nations vote of 122 in favor, 1
against, 1 abstention, with 69 non-voting nations.”
By now, 59 nations have signed the treaty, and 14 have
ratified it, out of the 50 ratifications needed for the treaty
to take eﬀect, Pack adds Aug. 5.
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Turning back the Doomsday Clock
By Jim Hannah
Question: What do ancient sorcerers, necromancers
and conjurers have in common with present-day nuclear weapons proponents? Peter Lumsdaine, a member of Washington State’s Physicians for Social Responsibility, connected those seemingly distant dots
during a July 6 lecture sponsored by PeaceWorks-KC.
Answer: All four pursue the misguided and magical
belief that they are conjuring up helpful servants,
when in reality they are summoning up destructive
demons.
Lumsdaine expressed particular concern about the
growing reliance on autonomous artificial intelligence
to control nuclear weapons. He cited Tesla chief executive, Elon Musk, who called artificial intelligence
“probably … our biggest existential threat,” through
which “we are summoning the demon.” He also cited
the Future of Life Institute’s work on three interrelated existential threats facing humanity:
1) Global environmental collapse
2) Nuclear weapons and war
3) The rise of artificial intelligence
Any of these three threats could end life as we know
it; together they form a deadly triad. “The ultimate
climate disaster would be a nuclear war,” Lumsdaine
said. “People from the top level of the artificial intelligence community are speaking out with warnings

about the dangers of artificial intelligence triggering
nuclear war.”
“Turning the Clock Back
from Midnight” was the topic
of Lumsdaine’s lecture, a reference to the Bulletin of
Atomic Scientists’ Doomsday
Clock that on Jan. 25 was
turned to two minutes to
midnight, as close as it’s ever
Peter Lumsdaine
been in forecasting global
—Photo by Jane Stoever
cataclysm. “To call the world
nuclear situation dire,” the Bulletin wrote, “is to understate the danger—and its immediacy.”
Noting the diﬃculty of rallying people around a message of fear, Lumsdaine urged “building on the slender threads of hope.”
“The challenge for every serious social issue we face,”
he said, “is the diﬃculty of getting people to face into
the massive threat of death and destruction.” The
most eﬀective approach he’d recently seen was an environmental conference that sustained a balance of
extreme urgency and dire consequences, alongside
hopeful change and empowerment. ⚘
—Jim Hannah serves on the PeaceWorks-KC Board of
Directors.

Labor on: the need for unions and the Poor People’s Campaign
By Joseph Wun
The need for unions and their import to the people resounded recently with Missouri’s supermajority defeat of Proposition A, which
would have codified Missouri’s
right-to-work law, designed to
hinder labor’s capacity to organize
collective, protective power.
A familiar group of red-shirted
allies gathered downtown, in Kansas City, Mo., on Aug. 18 to mark
this victory. The event was organized by Stand Up KC, which
seeks a living wage and the right

to unionize, and is the local engine
of the Poor People’s Campaign.
Union workers and advocates testified. Elected oﬃcials and candidates for oﬃce oﬀered their intentions in response. One worker
drew the stark contrast between
her current unionized employment
and her previous non-union job.
Before, she was denied benefits by
manipulative scheduling, was paid
well below a living wage and was
subjected to verbal abuse from her
managers. Now, she has health
insurance, can take a day of rest
(and is paid for it), and is, if

abused by a manager, entitled to
redress per the contract negotiated
by her union. She called upon the
public oﬃcials present to lend
their hands to the struggle.
The Poor People’s Campaign emphasizes the coiled-together quality of those four social evils with

Labor on — continued on page 7
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Learn, move, act: justice for immigrants
By Joseph Wun
While the U.S. policies of immigration law have always sought to exclude, there is an especially violent
escalation in the current moment of federal orders
and actions. Oﬀering welcome, refuge and mercy all
become the work of peace. Receive the invitation of
organizations and individuals to come and learn the
stories, move your heart, and then move your hands
and feet to action.
St. Anthony’s Parish in northeast Kansas City, Mo.,
held one such evening of prayer, listening and learn-

ing July 19. Those most dearly aﬀected oﬀered testimony. Learn, they said, how a mother and a daughter
were given last contact by a kiss through a prisonglass 14 years ago. Learn how a pregnant mother and
her three-year-old were detained and deported last
month. Learn, they said, of the forced return of one
who fled the violence of El Salvador, whose father
was murdered before him; learn how the destabilization of society is directly supported by USA foreign
dictates and support. Learn, they said, how capricious
the grounds for detention can be; how, since undocumented status is not a criminal matter, legal representation is not required and detention
can be indefinite; learn,
however, how possible
it is to gather together
funds to set the captive
free.
A July 28 rally and informing session at Unity Southeast suggested
ways to push the plows
of peace in this inhospitable terrain. Stay vocal and present to elected representatives at
Men, women, teenagers and children of many heritages approach St. Anthony’s Church to pray for immicity, state and federal
grants and others living in fear, sorrow, poverty and pain. —Photo by Marty Denzer of The Catholic Key
levels. Call, write and
meet with them. Volunteer funds to AIRR (AdvoLabor on — continued from page 6
cates for Immigrant and Refugee Rights) for bail for
those in ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcewhich it contends—racism, economic exploitation,
ment) detention centers, or to the Deportation Legal
militarism and environmental degradation. This ralDefense Network, so the incarcerated may have an
ly underscored those connections. White supremacy
attorney. Drive families and individuals to court
has infected labor, causing it to divide against itself,
hearings. Host a teach-in. Know that while the way
portraying non-white workers as threats to wealth,
to justice is long and diﬃcult, we are not helpless. As
health and work. Workers and advocates testified
one speaker noted, it is one fight we are in, with
against this damaging fiction. Well-worn hands
many rounds. Search out any of the above organizamust not push each other aside but join together.
tions, as well as Kansas-Missouri Dream Alliance
The Poor People’s Campaign and Stand Up KC
(KSMODA), Cosecha KC, and the Poor People’s
march on from the season of nonviolent direct acCampaign for moments to learn, and then, to act.
tion into a new season of ongoing resistance and
Peace be with you. ⚘
promotion of a more equitable society. PeaceWorks—Joseph Wun, a PeaceWorks Board member, lives at
KC will continue to show up and support their adJerusalem Farm in KC, Mo., a community of welcome
vancing of a world erasing violence and channeling
and support for all.
creation. See you in the streets. ⚘
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Calendar

PeaceWorks July 2010 newsletter

(events in KC, Mo., unless otherwise noted)

2010
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